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ABSTRACT

This volume is the first stage in a research project involving the editing of LM III
materials from the excavations of the Italian Archaeological School at Phaistos over the last
fifty years. The pottery examined in the present study comes from a rescue excavation on
the Acropoli Mediana — the central hill in the morphological system of Phaistos — which
overlooks the western side of the palace site (fig. 1). There, in 1955, the building of the
Stratigraphical Museum entailed the exploration of both the summit of the hill and the
upper part of its southern slope, where different kinds of evidence were brought to light
(figs. 3,4, 7).

As regards the study of the topographical context, the most relevant literature on LM
III Phaistos and the Mesara has been amassed in order to provide a framework to explain
the diachronic settlement pattern. In addition, so as to place the materials to be edited in
a reliable physical context, more detailed consideration has been given to surveying the evi-
dence brought to light on the Acropoli itself during earlier investigations (Part I, Chs. II, III).

Though research on Late and Postpalatial Phaistos has long been neglected, some
scholars — D. Levi in particular — have suggested that the reoccupation of the palatial site in
LM III must have been substantial. However, on the grounds both of the widespread diffu-
sion in literature of some late materials from earlier excavations, and of the opinions expres-
sed by such eminent scholars as Desborough, it has been broadly claimed that Phaistos
would have been substantially occupied only at the end of the Bronze Age, or LM IIIC, during
those troubled times when population movements, brought about largely by Mycenaean
fugitives, were supposed to have created refuge settlements throughout the island.

However, by putting the evidence from earlier explorations and stray finds together with
the published data from D. Levi’s systematic excavations at the palace (fig. 2), as well as the
data coming from certain peripheral sites in the surrounding area (funerary assemblages such
as Kalyvia and Liliana, Goudies, Kamilari, later isolated tombs, and other sites such as Chalara
and Patrikies) it could be inferred that the occupation of Phaistos was substantial at the begin-
ning of LM III, namely LM IIIA 1 —IITA 2 Early. During Late and Final palatial times, in pat-
ticular in LM IIT A-B — a phase scantily represented on the basis of the available evidence — the
occupation nevertheless seems to have been oriented more towards the exploitation of the land
resources through a dispersed pattern of sites than towards nucleation on the palatial site.

The Acropoli would have been central particularly in the LM IIIA early occupation.
This becomes apparent when some sporadic materials coming from the southern slope of the
hill and the neighbouring area on the western edge of the palatial plateau are connected with
the evidence brought to light in 1955 in the southernmost sector of the excavated area. On
that occasion, a substantial part of an imposing wall encircling the hill was detected on the
southern slope, which was at that time attributed to the end of the Bronze Age or the Dark
Ages (figs. 3, 4). The material record has now been processed according to methodological
principles and edirorial criteria different from those used to analyse the pottery from the
northern sector at the summit of the hill, the present site of the Stratigraphical Museum. The
main aim of the 1955 exploration on the slope was to investigate the emerging structure:
this was carefully plotted, while the materials were deliberately selected according to the
locations that seemed most useful in assessing chronology. In this study a careful selection of
some small groups of pottery has been presented in a short catalogue — not typological, but
arranged by choosing the more important plots as regards stratigraphic relations (Part I, Ch.
III, § 2; Pls. 1-2; 76-77; 79). In particular, the pottery coming from the foundations of the
wall permits the building of the structure — which was probably a kind of peribolos of the
Acropoli, whose summit was then very probably used for some ceremonial or cult purposes —
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to be dated to LM IIIA 1-2. The high quality of the ceramic manufacture, together with the
elaborate decorative style and the presence of some special shapes such as flasks, rhyta, lids
of pyxides, mostly decorated in the highly elaborated Knossian style, seem to point to some
kind of specialized activity. The prominent ritual role of the hill might be indicated by its
long-lasting human occupation, which is attested to in earlier times by a substantial MM
deposit, underlying the wall, of vessels appropriate to ceremonial occasions. The LM III
occupation of the area of the wall seems to have continued into LM IITA 2-B Early, though
the evidence is not sufficient to fill a major gap in the occupation of Phaistos. The limited
distribution of LM IITA-B pottery seems to confirm that in the early Postpalatial or Final
palatial times Haghia Triada had a far more important role than Phaistos in the control of
south-central Crete.

The wall, which most probably belonged to a complex structural system including the
slope and foot of the Acropoli, seems to have lost its function in the succeeding phases, as no
important LM IIIB evidence has been detected, except for a few LM IIIC sherds, possibly
washed down from the summit of the hill (pl. 79, 6-7).

The indications are that towards the end of LM IIIB a new important cycle in the
history of the settlement started. These indications were revealed by processing the huge
deposit of ceramics from the summit of the Acropoli, at the precise spot where the
Stratigraphical Museum now stands (Part I, Ch. III, § 3). There, the remains of at least four
small simple rooms (figs. 3, 4) were brought to light, consisting of rubble walls and rock
floors, aligned EW and most probably opening southwards. These humble buildings, it is
suggested here, were connected with another similar room a little to the east. This was
explored in 1900 by L. Pernier, who attributed the remains to the Geometric occupation of
the site. The buildings, which on the whole underwent at least two building phases, were
based on a layer consisting of stone, earth and a huge cluster of broken pots. Unfortunately,
no important notes relating to their stratigraphic position were kept in order to distinguish
the pottery belonging to the buildings” occupation level (cf. a grey layer with coal, reported
particularly in the area of rooms III-IV) from earlier materials. However, most of the sherds
seem to have formed a deposit which was discarded in a series of micro-events in order to
bury the pottery and perhaps to flatten the area for further occupation.

The methods of the rescue operation prevented the excavators from accurately reporting
either the stratigraphy or the association of the materials with the structural context, which
explains why the pottery cannot now be placed in its own actual context so as to distinguish
the deposit underlying the buildings from the floor materials and some earlier (LM IIIA-B)
pottery. A tentative re-reading of the notebooks, and a direct examination of the depositional
patterns of the potsherds, have made it possible to suggest that the pottery from the summit
of the hill might attest to not only different phases of use but different patterns of cultural
behaviour as well. A few LM IITA 2 and ITIB vessels, in particular, may very probably be
associated with a secondary layer attesting to some earlier activity in situ, which was possibly
disturbed by the continuous human occupation. Most of the ceramics dating from LM IIIB Late
into IIIC belong to the impressive discard of pottery which was used and broken in the nearby
area, and not clearly associated with any structures. Only at some point during LM IIIC was
the deposit closed and the buildings, brought to light by the excavation, constructed.
The substantial occupation of the hill came to an end, or at least dramatically decreased, in ITIC
Middle or Late.

The absence of any precise stratigraphic and contextual data makes it impossible to
construct either a reliable inner sequence of the materials or a definitive chronological
framework through a comparative analysis with other LM III pottery assemblages. The
ceramics from the summit of the hill, therefore, have been processed by adopting certain
theoretical premises which require both an internal analysis — namely by using categories

































