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Neolithic Knossos
From legacy excavations to histories of people and place
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Knossos in the Neolithic Period

Few of the many visitors to Knossos realise that the monumental ruins of the Bronze
Age ‘Palace of Minos’ stand on an artificial mound (Fig. 1, The site of Knossos, from the east),
resulting from activities that occurred during the Neolithic (ca. 7000-3200 BC) and the Early
Bronze Age (ca. 3200-2000 BC). These 'Pre-Palatial' phases are of great importance for our
understanding of Cretan prehistory up to the emergence of Palaces. Knossos remains the
earliest known farming community outside Southwest Asia, and to be not only several centuries
older than mainland Greece, but also the only one frequented during all main phases of the
Neolithic.

History of research

Many excavations in the Neolithic and Early Bronze Age layers beneath the Palace
were carried out from 1900 onwards by Arthur Evans and Duncan Mackenzie, as part of their
long-term (1900-1928) investigation of the site on behalf of the British School at Athens.
However, it was only after the Second World War that these 'Pre-palatial' phases were better
understood through studies of the former excavation material and a series of new stratigraphic
researches undertaken by members of the British School, in particular Sinclair Hood and John
Evans. Some excavations were also carried out by Nikolas Platon (1950s) and Alexandra
Karetsou (1990s) for the Greek Archaeological Service as part of conservation work in the
Palace.

While the most important finds from Knossos are preserved and exhibited in the
Museum of Heraklion, most of what was unearthed from Knossos is preserved at the British
School at Athens Knossos Research Centre (KRC), which also provides facilities for the study
and analysis of archaeological materials. The CEARC members in charge of this panel
participate in three projects hosted by the KRC, each of which concerns the study and

publication of different excavations of Pre-Palaatial Knossos.



The *Knossos Kephala Project’

Although Arthur Evans wrote extensively about his findings at Knossos, he never
produced a conclusive report on the excavations. As a result, information on the date, location,
stratigraphy and features of each excavation carried out beneath the Palace is not easily
accessible or always reliable.

Since 2004 the Knossos Kephala Project (KKP; directed by P. Tomkins; funded by
INSTAP; White-Levy Program) has critically assessed archival and published sources (Fig. 2,
Knossos, plan of the Palace in 1904, with notes by Theodore Fyfe on Neolithic excavations) to
create a new knowledge-base for the Arthur Evans excavations (Fig. 4). In addition to digital
reassembly of the excavation archive (notebooks, labels, plans, sections, photographs), KKP
has re-examined all retained materials and sought to correlate early excavations with known
archaeological features.

KKP has also developed a site GIS to unpack and visualise spatial data from the Evans-
Mackenzie excavations and has also conducted a geophysical study (2009) and a site survey.
A remarkable result of this work was the recognition of the Palace architectural complex as the

product of a long history of EBA building activity on the same site.

The ‘Knossos Neolithic Publication Project’

Current knowledge of Neolithic Knossos is based on the modern stratigraphic
excavations of John Evans (1957-60; 1969-70), which were pioneering for their early recovery
of bioarchaeological materials. Two large exposures were made, beneath the Central and West
Courts of the Palace, supplemented by smaller soundings around the hill (Fig. 3, Knossos,
excavations in the Neolithic and Early Bronze Age levels).

Since the early 2000s the Knossos Neolithic Publication Project (KNPP; directed by V.
Isaakidou and P. Tomkins for the British School at Athens; with funding from INSTAP, BSA,
Mediterranean Archaeological Trust) has supported a team of specialists engaged in studying
and publishing these excavations. As part of this work, P. Tomkins studied and analysed the
Neolithic pottery and, more recently, revised its stratigraphy, elaborating a new system of
fifteen occupation phases, each distinguished by specific ceramic types and building types (Fig.
4, Knossos in the Neolithic, new chronological proposal).

This work has substantially improved understanding of the history and chronology of
the site, especially from a demographic perspective, from its origins as a farming community

(Phases 1-11), through the formation and expansion of a village (Phases IlI-1X), to the



abandonment of sedentary life and the emergence of new forms of settlement (Phases X-XII).
Evidence of settlements ceases before the end of the Neolithic period (Phases X111-XV), when
the hill seems to have been used exclusively as a place of aggregation by groups apparently

living elsewhere.

Trench 1997: Neolithic Pottery

The study of Neolithic pottery from the excavation trench opened in 1997 along the
eastern edge of the central courtyard of the Palace of Knossos (excavations Karetsou-
Efstrathiou) was conceived as a pilot investigation to integrate the results of petrographic
analyses with information inferable from the moulding technique, in order to locate the activity
of particular production groups in time and space. Indeed, Knossos is currently the only
effectively identified site referable to the earliest phases of the Neolithic.

The study of moulding techniques was conducted macroscopically, integrating the
information gathered from the analysis of the fragments with that obtained from the
examination of the archaeological context. This made it possible to hypothesise that, in addition
to pinching and beadwork, the matrix technique was widely used, but was carried out not
through the use of specially created moulds, but through the re-use of recycled vessels (Fig. 5,

Trench 1997, fairing cups used as moulds).
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Afyolr and tovg molvdpiBpovg emiokénteg ¢ Kvwood cvvedntomoovv 0Tl TO
pvnuelidon epeima tov "Ioratiod tov Mivoa " ™ Emoyng tov XaAkov otékoviol Endve o€
éva teyvnté vyopa (Ew. 1, H veoABum tomobecio g Kvwoov, and ta avatoiikd) to omoio
oynuatiomke and ™ NeoAlfikr| dpactnpotTo TEGGApOV YMeTIOV (Tepimov 7000-3200

1.X.). Akdun Arydtepot yvopilovv tn onpacio tg NeoiBwng Kvooo yuo v tpoictopio g



Kpng ko g Mecoyeiov. H Kvaodg mapapével n mpoipdtepn yvomoT| aypoTiky KowvoTtnto
extOg TG NOTIOOLTIKNG AGIOG, TPOYEVESTEPY TV TPOTM®V OYPOTIKOV TEPLOYDOV OTINV
nrepotiky EAAGda katd pepikovg awwves. EElcov onuavtikn eivor n peydAn pokpofrotra
TOV ¥®OPOV, 0 0moiog, acvvndioTa Yo To Atyaio, ypnoiponombnke oe OAEG TIG KOUPLEG PACELS
G NeoMbwng (Ew. 2, NeoMbwn Kvwoog: véa tomoypaeikny ¢don). Katd cvvéneia, m
Kvwoog drdpapoatilel kevipikd poAo oty Katavonor g Aryotakng NeoAOkng.

H onuepiv yvoon vy 1t NeoAbikp Kvwod Poociletar ot ocvyypoveg
oTPpOUOTOYPUPIKEG avaokagés tov John Evans (1957-60, 1969-70), ot omoiec Mrtav
TPOTOTOPLUKES Y10 TNV TPOLUT avakTnon Broapyatoroyikot vAikov. Ipayupoatomomdnkay dvo
peydeg amokalOyeLs, Katm amd v Kevrpikn kot T Avtikr] AVAY TOL avaKTOPOL, 01 OTOlEg
coumAnpodnkav and pikpotepeg foAtdoskonncels Yop® and to Adpo (Ew. 3, Ot avackapig
tov John Evans omv Kvwcd). And t1g apyéc g dekaetiog tov 2000 to IIpodypoppo
NeoMBwng Anpocigvong g Kvawosoh (KNPP- vrd ) dievbuvon g B. Isaakidov kot tov P.
Tomkins ywa T Bpetavikn ZyoAn Adnvav- pe ypnuatoddtnon and to INSTAP, v BSA, 10
Mediterranean Archaeological Trust) £xet vootnpi&etl po opdda EOIKOV TOV OGYOAEITOL LLE
TN UEAETN KO TN ONUOGIELGT ALTOV TV OVOCKOAPAV.

Emumiéov, évag peydhog apBuog mpoyevésTEp®V OOKIUOV GE VEOAMBIKE GTpOUOTO
éywav and Tov Duncan Mackenzie yuo Aoyapiacud tov Sir Arthur Evans (1900-1928). Av ko
MYOTEPO KOAL SIEKTEPOUMUEVES KO KATAYEYPAUUEVES, OVTEC AVEKTNGOV L0 EKTEVI] GUAAOYY
aKatépyaotov NeoMbikod vAkoh amd OAeg TIC mEPLOYES TOV AOpov. Amd to 2004, to épyo
Knossos Kephala Project (KKP- vd t dievfvvon tov P. Tomkins- ypnuatodotodpevo amod
10 INSTAP- mpoypappa White-Levy) £xet a&loAoynoel KpLTikd opyelokEg Kot O1HOGIEVUEVES
TNYEG Y10 VOL SIOUOPPMGEL oL Ve, Bdomn yvdoewv yio Tig avoaokoaeég Tov Arthur Evans (Ew. 4,
épyo Knossos Kephala Project: meployég dpaotnpromoinong). Extdg amd v ymoeuoxn
avacOVOEST] TOL  OVOCKAMIKOL apyelov  (onuelpoTaplo, €TIKETEG, OYEON, TOWEG,
ootoypapiec), o KKP g&étaoce ek véov 0A0 T0 VAKO Tov dtatnpnOnke Kot Tpootadnce va
OLOYETIGEL TIG TPDOULES AVACTKOPES e YVOOTA apyonoroykd yopaxtnpiotikd. H KKP avéntuée
enionc éva Xvomua Fewypapikav [TAnpopopidv (GIS) tov yopov kot dieényoye yem@LGIKN

£PELVOL KO EMLTOTLOL TOTOYPAPNOT).

Kvowoog Kegpdra I: eravektipnon g NeomOu)g oTpopotoypa@ios, Tov 6YnNUaTIGHOD
Kol NG @dong
Ta dvo avtd épya (KKP, KNPP) cuykévipooav pall éva onpaviikd cbvoro ctoryeiov

ywo. T NeoABwkn Kvwoo. To 2013, pe ypnuatoddton and to [Havemotio tov Sheffield, o



ovYYpaPEag Eekivoe Lol GUGTNUOTIKY ETAVEKTIUNGOT TNG VEOADIKNG OTp®UATOYPAPING, TOV
OYNUOTIGHOD KOl TNG PAGTC TOV YMDPOL Yo OAEG TIC PPETAVIKES AVOCKAPES OTOV YMPO. AVTd
elye ©g amotélecpo ™V ovATTLEN €VOG VEOL GUGTHUOTOC OEKOTEVTE CTPOUOTOYPUPIKMDV
(QACEWMV, 01 OTO1EG OlaKPIVOVTOL OO GLVOYN GTI LOPPT KOL TNV TEXVOAOYIO TNG KEPAUIKNG Ko
g apyrtektovikng Toug (Ewova 2). To €pyo avtd PeAtiwoe onuaviikd v Katovonon g
1oTopiog Kot TG YPOVOAOYING TOV YMPOL Kol TV avOpdTwv Tov Kotd T NeoAbwn (ko tnv
EBA) kot emti o0 Topdvtog eTolndletan £vog TOUOG LE TNV EMOKOMNOT TV VEOMOIK®OV QAcEDV

otV Kvaoco:

Tomkins, P. Knossos Kephala I. The Neolithic Excavations. History, Stratigraphy, Phasing,
Chronology, Site Development (BSA Supplementary VVolume)

Ta kvprotepa onueio amd To vEo avTd £pyo TeptlapPavouv:

o Ilpocdiopiopod pog moAveactkng Apykng NeoABumc axkorovbiog (Kvwoog I-1I), oty
omoio. ototyeia tov "makérov" g NeoMbikng, to omoia gppaviCovrar pali oy
nrepotiky Evponn (m.y. aypo-ktmvotpoeia, AiBwvor tputtol méhekelg, kepopikn),
npotogppaviovror oy Kvoco Eexmpiotd o€ S1apopeTikég oTLyIEG GTO (POVO. AVTO
VTOONAMVEL OTL 01 KPNTIKEG KowdtNTeG B pmopovoay va £xovv SldPAUATICEL O
evePYO POLO o1 SOUOPP®ST| TV NeoMBikdv tpoémmv (onNg Tpv amd TN UETAPOPE

toug otnv Evponn.

o Emnovompocsdlopiopds Tov @acemv  kotoiknong g Apyoudtepne kot Méomg

Neoabumng (Kvooog HI-1V).

e Avoyvopion (o  eotiog  katoiknong g Neodtepng Neoabwrng, m omoia
yapaxtpiletor omd £viovn avoavémorn Tov KTiopdtov in Situ kot mephapPdavet
TOVAGYIOTOV OEKAETTA SLPOPETIKOVG 0KOdOoUIKOVS opilovTteg, ol omoiol avaivovTal
o€ 1€60¢p1g KVpleg Paoelg Tov yopov (Kvooodg V-VIII) (Ew. 5, Avtikn AvAn, Tleproym
AABB, Avtikég Topéag, @doeic NN (V-VII)). [Tépa and avt) v eotio Katoiknong
VINPYE O EKTETOUEVY), TEPLUPEPEIONKT] TEPLOYN VLTaiOplag, YOUNANG £€vtaong,
enelcodlokng evomdfeong NN, mov HapTUPOLGE TNV YEWPOTEYVIKN TOPAY®YN, TNV

OLLOOIKT] GLYKEVTPMON KoL TV TEAETOVPYIKY TPOKTIKY.



e H apywkd oparn petdfaon ot FN (Kvwoodg IX) dtakomteton amd pio eykatdAenyn o
OAOKANPN TNV TEPLOYY, UETE TNV omoio. 1 KOTOIKNON NG KOPLENG TOV AOPOL
petatoniletor o €va  potifo  yopnAng mokvOTNTOG,  METAPOAAOUEVO,  TTOV

yapaxtpiletor and peydro, anopovopéva, ktipla (Kvooog X-XI1).

® X11g apyés g tétaptng ymetag m.X. (Kvwoog XIII), n xprion tov Ad@ov arrdalet kot
néAL. Ot gvdei&elg Yo Katoiknorn Tadovy Kot 1) dpacTnploTnTo amdfeong VITOJEIKVIEL
VTOUOPIEG GLYKEVIPADGELG TOV GUVOEOVTAL e E0TIEG, Ot omoieg otnv Kvawaso XIV éyovv
™ Hope1 0pHOYOVIOV TAUTPOPUAOV YTICUEVOV 0O TNAO Kol TETPO. XNV TEAELTOIN
oaon (Kvwoog XV), dvo ktipla, aSloonpeiota yio 1o peydio péyeddc tovg kot ta
Wwitepa gupuato (Y. E€GOYOUEVO OLYVTTIOKA TPOJLVOCTIKG Ao ayyeia),
katackevalovral dimha og évav emionpo vraifpilo yopo N "avAn". A&ilel va onuelmdel
ot 6ha ta yopokINPoTikd mov amodidoviar otig eacelg XII-XV (dniaon eotieg,
toiyot avaPadpuidmv, ktipta, avin) Eouvv v 101 VBVYPALIIOT LE TO LETAYEVEGTEPO
avéktopo T0v Mivooa. Avtd @aivetor vo aviummpooonedel v apyn Hog Kabopd
TEAETOVPYIKNG XPNONG TOL AOPOV, TPOPAVAG ATO OUAOES OTOU®Y TOL JEV KATOIKOLV
og avtov, N omoia cuveyiletan katd ™ dwapkela g [IEX péypt v xotackevn tov

"TIpdtov Avaxtopov".



