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Keftiu, Tanaja and Phoinikes between the Aegean and North Africa
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Introduction

Ongoing research on the millenary building tradition of the ancient Mediterranean has focused on the
methods and developments of technical-constructive practices seen through the perspective of the
marks engraved on the building material, as part of an ambitious project co-funded by MAECI.

The surveys were carried out at sites in Tripolitania (Leptis Magna and Sabratha: 2005, 2006, 2010),
Minoan Crete (2016) and Punic Tunisia (Carthage and Utica: 2017; Cape Bon: 2018; Gerba, Gightis
and el Jem: 2019; Bulla Regia, Dougga, Sufetula: 2022) under the auspices of the University of
Catania, with the patronage of the Centre of Cretan Archaeology, and thanks to the collaboration of
the Tripoli Department of Archaeology of Libya and the Institut National du Patrimoine of Tunisia
(Fig. 1, Main Mediterranean Routes from the Aegean to the West in the Late 2nd and Early 1st
Millennium BC).

Anepigraphic marks

A number of recurring anepigraphic signs (palmettes, tridents, double axes, etc.) have opened up a
new, albeit debated, perspective on the correlation between the Aegean-Levantine area and the
Mediterranean coasts of North Africa from Protohistory to the Proto-Imperial Roman period.

In this singularly enlarged context, the evidence for building practice has recalled aspects concerning
the Keftiu of Crete and the Mediterranean projection of the Tanaja and Phoinikes in the areas affected
by the Phoenician diaspora, with the Phoinikes being understood in the earliest phases as an
unidentifiable group of Levantine peoples whose frequentation of the Aegean island dates back to
periods well before 1200 BC.

Despite the methodological difficulties involved in simple comparisons and the debated possibility
of a mere typological coincidence in the diffusion of the symbol in different cultural and
chronological contexts, the idea of a common thread linking these areas and the hypothesis of a
'sharing’ of building behaviour in the central-western Mediterranean may be intriguing.



Crete

Concerning the relationship between Minoan writing and the masons' marks of the Palace of Knossos,
Evans dwelt at length on the subject, subtracting from them any symbolic-sacral character precisely
because of the "invisibility' of the mark; he hypothesised, in any case, that they referred 'to a people
acquainted with the art of writing' and posed the problem of their survival in historical contexts. His
census had specifically recorded a numerical prevalence of the symbol of the double axe with handle,
to which were added the trident and the spike (‘Queen’s Quarter' and 'School Room’); less frequent
was the attestation of the six-rayed star and the horizontal mark with apical ends, perhaps older.

The area of Phaistos had yielded a complex repertoire of anepigraphic signs also ascribable, as at
Cnossos, to the Neo-Palatial Period, like those in the area of the archives, in the propylon of access
to the palace, in the eastern storerooms and in the theater steps. The symbol of the ear of wheat, as
well as at Phaistos (Fig. 2, Spike, Festos Palace, courtyard 90), was well attested at Haghia Triada in
TM I. Comparisons are also found in the Punic area, such as in the Byrsa quarter in Carthage (Fig.
4b, Spike, Carthage-Byrsa).

Leptis Magna

The ‘labrys immanicata’ mark has an even wider chronological diffusion, from the Levantine
Mediterranean area to North Africa: Crete, Cyprus, the Middle East, Libya, and Tunisia, especially
in the large and sharply marked as in Leptis Magna (Fig. 3, Double axes: a) Phaistos, Palace; b)
Mallia, Palace; ¢) Leptis Magna, Bottega Regio I11/is.16.).

The labrys without handles has, in truth, a discontinuous areal diffusion, so that any precise cultural
collocation is methodologically difficult. The pictogram, already widely attested in the Minoan-
Mycenaean area, also appears in the Siceliote and Magna Graecia areas (in the Samnite walls of
Pompeii, Rhegium, and as far as the walls of Saint-Blase in southern Gaul). In particular, the mark of
Leptis Magna is unusually large, 25 x 27 cm, and engraved approximately 1.5 cm deep; the
connotations and dimensions, rather than numerals or devices for placing the ashlar, refer to quarry
identifiers, which are recurrent in the pre-Roman calcarenite buildings of Leptis Magna itself.

The Mediterranean

In addition to data from Leptis and Sabratha on other pictograms (spike, anchors, apex-oxside
rectangle?) evidence concerning the double axe is also known from the Phoenician-Punic area and
include, together with the mason’s marks on local calcarenite ashlars in the Byrsa quarter in Carthage
(Fig. 4a, Double axe, Cartagine-Byrsa) and in Utica, also contexts pertaining to the cultic-funeral

sphere (tophet in Carthage).



The mark is associated with symbols such as the trident, which we know to recur in repertoires from
other cultural spheres as early as the Minoan proto- and neo-Palatial ages, and takes on a strong
symbolic value in a broader maritime 'trajectory': one of its landings is in areas ab antiquo linked to
the migration of Aegean-Levantine peoples. It is not surprising that precisely in the emporium of
Lebda one should find, still at the turn of the imperial era, an indirect echo of that 'remote’
Mediterranean border and the long tortuous journey of an ancient symbol (Fig. 5, Funerary fresco: on
the prow of the ship, warrior with labrys, Kef el Blida, Tunisia). "In the perception of the peoples of
the West, the itinerary unfolds over a very long period of time between the 15th and 8th centuries
B.C., that of the gradual passage of encounter and recognition of people's moving from the East, from
the Phoinikes, in the pre-Homeric and Homeric meaning of the term, to the Phoenicians" (P.
Bernardini).

We still need to investigate the routes and modes of transmission of symbols that, although mostly
framed in much more ancient chronological contexts, find singular correspondences, albeit of later

date, even in the North African area.
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Ewayoyn

H tpéyovca épevva yia tnv gMeT] otkodopkn tapdooon g apyaiog Mecoyeiov £xetl emkevipwbet
oT1G nefdoovg Kot TG EEMEEIS TOV TEYVIKMOV-KATACKEVACTIKMOV TPOKTIKAOV HEGO OO TNV OMTIKY|
yovio ToV oNUATOV Tov €ivol YopoyUEVO GTO OIKOOOMKO VMKO, 6TO0 TANIGL0 €vOg OIAOO0E0L
TPOYPAULOTOS TOV Guyypnpatodoteitotl and to MAECI. Ot

épevvec mpaypoatoromOnkay, ved v aryida tov [Movemotpiov e Katdvia, pe v aryida tov



Kévtpov Kpnrikng Apyoatoroyiog kot x@pn otn ocvvepyosio tov Tunquatog Apyooroyiog g
TpimoAng g APong ko tov Institut National du Patrimoine tg Tvvnoiog, oe Tomobesieg g
Tpumolteiog (Leptis Magna kot Sabratha: 2005, 2006, 2010), otny Mwveowr Kpim (2016), oty
Tovvnoio tov Iovvikov (Kapynddva ko Utica: 2017- Cape Bon: 2018- Gerba, Gightis ko el Jem:
2019- Bulla Regia, Dougga, Sufetula: 2022) (Ew. 1, KVpieg pecoyetakéc 0doi and 10 Aryaio mpog
Avon ota TéAn TG 2nG Kt oTIS apyES g Ing yvetiag m.X.).

Aveniypa@o onuadia

Optopéva eravorappavopevo avemrypagikd onpeio (poivikes, tpiaves, Surdol dEoveg kK.AT.) avoiEav
po véa, av Kot oueLoPnTOOUEVT, TPOOTTIKY Yo T GLOYETION UETOEL TOov Atyoto-Agpaviivikov
YOPOL KOl TOV HEGOYEWKADV 0oKTOV NG Bopeag Appucng and v mpwtoictopion £wg v
TPWOTOIGTOPIKT POUATKY TEPI0O. Xe ovwtd 1o
Hovodkd d1evpupévo TAAIGLO, TA GTOLXEIDL Y10l TNV OWKOOOMIKT] TTPAKTIKY VIEVOOUICAY TTTUYEG TTOV
apopovv Tovg Keption e Kpntng, kabmg kot tn pecoystokn tpofoin tov Tanaja kot towv dowvikwov
OTIG TEPLOYESG OV EMNPEACTNKOV OO TN POWIKIKY domopd, e toug Poivikes va voodvtal, GTIg
TPOTEG PAGELS, MG L0 U ovaryvopictun opdada AePavtivov Aadv, Tov omoimv 1 cuyvoTnTa 6T0 VNGt
00 Atyaiov ypovoroyeitor 6e mepltdoovg moAd mpwy amd 1o 1200 w.X.. Av kot yvopilovpe Tig
peB0d0AOYIKEG HOLGKOAIEC TTOV EVEXOVV O1 AAEG GLYKPIGELS, av amd TN pia TAELPA, N THAVOTNTO LIOG
OmANG TLUTOAOYIKNG COUTTOONG OTn 0140001 TOL GLUPOAOV GE SLPOPETIKE TOMTIGUKG KO
Ypovoroykd mAaicia eEarkolovbel va culnteital, amd v GAAN TAELPA, N WEA EVOG KOVOD VILLATOG
OV TIG oLVOEEL kol M vroBeon €vOC "HOPAGHOTOC" TNG OWKOOOUIKNG GULUTEPIPOPAS GTNV

KEVTPOOLTIKY] Meadyelo pumopet va givat evolapEpovasal.

Kpnim

Oocov agopd ) oyéon Hetald e LIVOIKNG YPOENS KoL TOV CTIULATOV TOV LOGTOPOV TOL AVOKTOPO
™m¢ Kvooob, o Evans acyoAndnke ektevog pe 1o 0€pa, apapdvtag and avtd kdbe cupfoiikd-tepd
Yopoktnpa akplPog AOYyw tov "adpatov" TOoL onuotog- vrébece, oe kdbBe mepimtwon, OTL
avaeépovtol "og Evay Aad mov yvopile v €YV TG YPaens" kot £Bece To mpOPANUa TG ETPiwong
T0VG o€ 16TopKd TAaiota. H amoypagn tov giye katoypayel, E101KOTEPA, L0 OPLOUNTIKY] EMKPATNION
oV GLUPOAOV TOL SuTAoV TELEKD pe AP, oTo omoio mpootédnKkav N Tpiaiva kot 1 ayun ("Queen's
Quarter" ka1 "School Room™- Ayotepo ovuyvi Ntav 1 poptupio Tov €EAKTIVOL GGTEPA KOL TOV
optZOVTION GNUOTOS LE oYU PE AKPO, I6MG TaAMATEPOL. H mepoyn g Porston

elye amodmoel £vo, GOVOETO PEMEPTOPLO OVETLYPAP®V oMUEI®V OV £miong Umopohv va amodododv,



omm¢ ko oty Kvwasd, otn Neoavaktopikn mepiodo: £T61 GTNV TEPLOYN TOV OPYEIMV, GTO TPOTLAO
™G TPOGPUCNC GTO AVAKTOPO, GTIG AVOTOAMKES 0modTkeg kat oTig Pabuideg tov Bedtpov. To cOpuPforo
0V oThyL, 6mwg kot ot Paioto (Ewk. 2, Axida, aviktopo Parstdc, avAn 90), paptupeitol KoAd
otV Ayia Tprada oty TM 1. Zuykpiceic evionilovrtan eniong oty meproyn tov [lovvikov, dnwg o

ovvoikia Byrsa otnv Kapynddva (Ew. 4B, Akida, Carthage-Byrsa).
Leptis Magna

To onuo "labrys immanicata" £ysr axdun gopdtepn ypovoroyikn 0148001, amd TNV TEPLOYN TNG
AeBaviiviig Mecoyeiov ém¢ T Bopela Appikn: Ewc. 3, Amhol melékers: a) Poaotdg, avaktopo- B)
MaAla, avaktopo- v) Leptis Magna, Bottega Regio 111/is.16.).

O Aafopwvbog yopic AaPég Exel, 6TV TPAYUATIKOTNTO, U0, acLVEYXN €00QIKT didyvon, £TGL
®GTE OMOLAONTOTE UKPPNG TOATICTIKY avTIoToiyton eivar peBodoroyikd duckoin. To miktdypappa,
Non evpémg paptupnuévo otov Mivorkd-Muknvaikd xdpo, epgoaviletor exiong oTig TEPLOYES NG
YkeAiag kot tng Magna Graecia (oto capvitikd teiyn g [Hopnniog, Tov Pyov kot uéypt ta teiyn
tov Saint-Blase ot votia [N'oadartia). Ewdwotepa, to onua g Leptis Magna sivotl acvvifiota peydio,
25 x 27 cm, kot yopayuévo og Pdbog mepimov 1,5 cm- o1 cuvelppol Kot ot daotdoelc, Kot oyt aptbpol
N GLGKEVEC YO TNV TOTOOETNON TG AGPECTOKOVIAG, TAPATEUTOVY GE AVAYVOPLOTIKA AATOUEI®V, TO

omoio emavolopuBavovtal ota idia ta Tpo-pouaikd acBectokovidpoto tg Leptis Magna.

H Meooyerog

Extog and 1o otovyeioa omd tn Leptis kou tn Sabratha yuo dAia ewovoypaupoto (okida, dykvpec,
opBoydvio pe Kopuen-o&idg), LapTupieg Yio To OUTAO TEAEKL VOl YVOOTEG Kot OTd TNV TEPLOYN| TOV
dowikov-TTovvikwv kol wepthapfPdvovy, €ktOG omd To ONUASIO. TOV KTIOTN GE TOMIKEG
acPeotoMbikég méTpeg oty mepoyn Byrsa oty Kopyndova (Ew. 4a, Awthd méhexv, Cartagine-
Byrsa) kot otnv Utica, kot copepaldpueva mov apopodv Tov AaTpeuTiko-tapikd ympo (tophet otnv
Kapynoova). To onua cuvdceton pe cppora 0nwe n tpiova, wov yvopilovpe 6T ETAvEPYETOL GE
PEMEPTOPLOL MO GAAOVE TOATICUIKOVG ¥®DPOLG NON omd T Mivoikn TpmTo- Kou NEOoVaKTOPIKN
EMOYY, Kol OMOKTA 1oyvpn ovuPorkn afia oe pa evpvtepn OBaidooia "tpoyld": o omd Tig
amofipdacelg Tov givar oe meployég ab antiquo mov GLVIEOVTOL LE TN UETAVAGTELGT] TOV OLYOLO-
Aefavtivav Aamv. Aryaio-AgBovtivol Aaol. Agv amoterel €kmAnén to yeyovog Ot akpif®dg 6To
emporium tng Lebda Oa mpénet va Ppet kaveic, akoOpo 6To YOPIoUO TG CVTOKPOTOPIKNG ETOYNG, L0
EUUECT] avINYNON OLTOL TOL "OMOUOKPLGUEVOL" HEGOYEKOL GLVOPOL KOl TOL HOKPOV

Bacaviotiko tagdton evog apyaiov cvpporov (Ew. 5, Tapikn toyoypaeio: omv mAdpn Tov



nmhoiov, Tolepothg pe Aafopwvbo, Kef el Blida, Tuvvnoia). "Etnv avtiAnyn tov Aaov g Adong, to
0d00moptkd EedmAMVETAL G 1oL TOAD HOKPA XPOVIKN TEPiodo PETaEL Tov 150V kat Tov 8ov amva
7.X., 0VTO TOV GTASIKOV TEPAGIOTOG THG GLVAVINGNG KOl TG AVAYVOPLONG TG HETAKIVIONG TOV
AoV amd v Avatolr|, amd Toug Poilvikeg, [Le TNV TPO-OUNPIKT Kol OUNPIKT £VVOola Tov Opov, GTOVG
®oivikec" (P. Bernardini). Ilpémer oaxoun vo digpguvioovue TIG SASPOUES Kol TOVG TPOTOVG
petdooons twv cVUPBOA®V TTOV, OV KOl O €Ml TO TAEIGTOV TANGUOVOVIOL GE TOAD OpYoOTEPQ
YPOVOLOYIKG TAaiGLo, PPIoKOLV HOVOOIKEG OVTIOTOUYIEG, OV KOL LETAYEVECTEPES, GKOUN KOl GTOV

Bopeloappikovikd ympo.



