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The 25th Year of Work of the 'Centro di Archeologia Cretese’

Pietro Maria Militello
University of Catania, DISUM

The ‘Centro di Archeologia Cretese’ - CEARC (Centre of Cretan Archaeology) is a research
centre that belongs to the Department of Humanities (DISUM) of the University of Catania, even
though it brings together professors from other departments and from other Italian universities and
research institutions. Its establishment is due to Catania's experience on the island of Crete, where the
University of Catania has operated two archaeological missions for over 50 years under concession
from the Italian Archaeological School of Athens (SAIA). At first, Giovanni Rizza (1923-2011),
Director of the Institute of Archaeology for almost 40 years, founded the Prinias mission in 1969,
with its own premises, still owned by the University.

A few years later, Vincenzo La Rosa (1941-2014), the first professor of Aegean Archaeology
in Italy and Deputy Director of the SAIA from 1993 to 1999, also founded the mission of Phaistos
and Haghia Triada in 1977.

Why Crete? For several reasons. Because during the Bronze Age (3500-1050 B.C.) the island
gave rise to the Minoan civilisation, which was marked by a peculiar and rich artistic production that
struck the intellectuals of the early 20th century and artists such as Fortuny and Catteau (Fig. 3-4,
Dress of Mariano Fortuny y Madrazo; pot by Charles Catteau 1931) with its formal freedom and
inventiveness (Fig. 1-2, Cat fresco from Room 14 of Haghia Triada; amphora with octopus from
Palaikastro), so much so that it was considered 'the first European civilisation'. Because Crete, thanks
to its Minoan past and its connections with the Near East, played a fundamental role in the shaping
of archaic Greek culture (Fig. 5-6, Frieze from Temple A of Prinias; shield from Ida). Because the
island gave rise to a rich mythology, which revolved around the legendary ruler Minos, the labyrinth,
and the Minotaur, wherein Sicily also appears. It is indeed narrated by Diodorus Siculus that
Daedalus, the mythical builder of the labyrinth, molded wax wings with which he reached Sicily,
hunted down by Minos. During the flight his son Icarus died, having come too close to the sun, while
Minos, having landed in Sicily, was betrayed and killed by the Sican king Kokalos. According to
some scholars, ancient links between the two islands date back to the 2nd millennium BC.

It was quite natural, therefore, that Crete represented an ideal research place for the
archaeologists from Catania. In addition to these reasons, there were strong connections with the
Italian Archaeological School of Athens where many of the CEARC's members studied, including
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Giovanni Rizza and Vincenzo La Rosa (Fig. 7-8). The latter was responsible for the idea of
establishing a centre dedicated to Cretan studies in the broadest sense of the term, from Prehistory to
the Middle Ages, and to the reception of Cretan civilisation in contemporary culture. And it was
indeed Vincenzo La Rosa (Fig. 9) who established the CEARC in 1998, heading it until his retirement
in 2010. Under his direction, the Centre began its multidisciplinary character, which was continued
under Francesco Tomasello (from 2011 to 2014), Director of the Leptis Magna mission. In those
years, CEARC expanded its interests to other regions that had relations with Crete: Sicily and Libya
(Fig. 10). The direction of Prinias was taken in the meantime by Dario Palermo (1950-2022), also a
founding member of CEARC and professor of Classical Archaeology at DISFOR (Fig. 11), while
that of Phaistos was assumed by Filippo Carinci, professor of Aegean Civilisation at Ca' Foscari
University in Venice.

The last five years have seen growth in CEARC's membership and external collaborations.
Currently, the Centre, directed by Pietro Militello (Fig. 12), consists not only of archaeologists and
historians but also of chemists, physicists, geologists, and computer scientists from several
departments of the University of Catania (DISUM, DISFOR, DMI, DSSGGBBAA, DFA). These
were joined by external members from the Universities of Bologna, Ca' Foscari, Genoa and
UniNettuno, as well as a group of Catania researchers from the National Research Council (CNR-
ISPC). The Catanese tradition in Crete continued with the Phaistos and Prinias missions, directed by
Pietro Militello and Antonella Pautasso, and with the participation in other missions, both Italian
(Gortina) and foreign (Knossos, Alonaki).

In order to answer the historical questions posed by the results of the excavations and the
study of materials, archaeometric analyses on plasters, mortars, pottery, and obsidians, structural
engineering investigations on architectures, and geophysical investigations on the territory have been
conducted, and are currently underway, while computerised approaches to data processing have been
enhanced since the early years. As a result, several projects were conducted by the Centre, also in
collaboration with external organisations, several international conferences, a number of exhibitions,
workshops and a number of educational initiatives, among which we would like to mention the
conferences 'For the 100th anniversary of the excavation at Phaistos’, held in Rome with the
Accademia dei Lincei (2000), 'For the 100th anniversary of the excavation of Prinias' in Athens with
the Italian Archaeological School of Athens (2006, and the exhibition 'In ima Tartara', about Etna's
caves, which was shown first in Crete and then in Sicily (2008).

Alongside fieldwork and event organisation, the Centre also edits a scientific journal, 'Creta
Antica’, with the publisher Aldo Ausilio of Padua, and a series of monographs, 'Studi di Archeologia

Cretese', dedicated to the presentation of excavations and materials. In addition to these two main
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editorial projects, the Centre has taken care of the proceedings of conferences and exhibitions. The

full list of activities can be found on the Centre's website (www.cac.unict.it).

The CEARC continued its research with perseverance, even during the dark period of the
pandemic, despite the limitations imposed on fieldwork. Dissemination has been carried out through
webinars, new collaborations have been set up with wide-ranging international projects, and visiting
researchers from Spain and Greece have been hosted by the centre.

This exhibition aims precisely at presenting an experience now in its 25th year, through a
multimedia tour that simultaneously introduces the most ancient phases of Crete's history and the

most recent methodologies of archaeological investigation.

Members of the Centre
Professors and researchers of the University of Catania
e Lucia Arcifa, Department of Educational Sciences.
e Gaetano Arena, Department of Education Sciences.
e Germana Barone, Department of Biological, Geological and Environmental Sciences.
e Luigi Maria Calio, Department of Humanities.
e Margherita Cassia, Department of Humanities.
e Marianna Figuera, Department of Humanities.
e Giovanni Gallo, Department of Mathematics and Informatics.
e Anna Maria Gueli, Department of Physics and Astronomy "Ettore Majorana".
e Paolo Mazzoleni, Department of Biological, Geological and Environmental Sciences.
e Pietro Maria Militello, Department of Humanities.
e Carmelo Giovanni Monaco, Department of Biological, Geological and Environmental
Sciences.
e Orazio Palio, Department of Educational Sciences.
e Eleonora Pappalardo, Department of Education.
e Erica Platania, Department of Humanities.
e Dario Puglisi, Department of Humanities.
e Filippo Stanco, Department of Mathematics and Informatics.
e Simona Venera Todaro, Department of Humanities.

e Peter Tomkins, Department of Humanities.

Professors and researchers from other institutions

e Marina Albertocchi, Centro di Archeologia Cretese.


http://www.cac.unict.it/

e Giacomo Biondi, CNR-ISPC of Catania.

e Francesca Buscemi, CNR-ISPC of Catania.

e Marco Camera, Centro di Archeologia Cretese.

e Filippo Maria Carinci, Ca' Foscari University of Venice.
e Enrico Ciliberto, Department of Chemical Sciences.

e Nicola Cucuzza, University of Genoa.

e Massimo Frasca, former Department of Humanities.

e Salvatore Garraffo, Centre of Cretan Archaeology.

e Rossella Gigli, CNR-ISPC Catania.

e Luca Antonio Girella, Uninettuno Telematic University of Rome.
e Thea Messina, University of Ghent.

e Antonella Pautasso, CNR-ISPC of Catania.

e Santo Privitera, University of Bologna.

e Salvatore Rizza, CNR-ISPC of Catania.

e Francesco Tomasello, former Department of Humanities.
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H 250 enéterog tov Kévrpov Kpntuic Apyaroroyiog

Pietro Maria Militello
Havemomiuio g Katévia, DISUM

To Kévipo Kpnukng Apyoworoyiag (CeARC) eivar éva  gpeuvntikd KEVIpo TOL
[Mavemotnpiov ™¢ Katdvia, 1o onoio avikel oto Tunua Avlporiotikov Ertemuov (DISUM),
aAAG cvykevTp®VEL KaONYNTEG ad AL Tunqpota tov Tavemotpiov, Kabdg Kot amd GAAL 1TAAKA
TOVETICTHLO KOL EPEVVNTIKOVG opYavicpovs. H yévvnon touv Kévipov opeileton oty gumeipio g
Koatdviag oto vnoi g Kpnng, onov to [Havemomjo e Katdvia €xet, o mdveo and 50 ypovia,
00 aPYOOAOYIKEG ATOGTOAES, Kol Ol 000 €K Tapay®pNoems amd Vv Itadikr Apyatodoykn Zyoin
Anvav: owtég Tov [pwvid kot tng Paictov, mov WpHnkav avtictorya and tov Giovanni Rizza to
1969 ka1 Tov Vincenzo La Rosa to 1977.

INoati oty Kpnm; o mowkidovg Adyovg. Emeon katd v Emoyn tov Xoikov (3500-1050
1.X.), T0 vnoi avédelEe évav moMTIoHd, Tov Mivowo, mov yopaktnpiletor amd pio wwiteprn Kot
TAOVGC10. KOAMTEYVIKY] TOPAYWYN, 1| OO0 EVIVTWGINGE TOVS OLLVOOVUEVOVS T®V apy®dV Tov 2000
aova, ard tov Fortuny émg tov Freud, yia tv glevbepio Ko TV KOUvoTopio. 6T HOPONH TG
(ZXHMA), og onueio mov va @tdoet va Bewpeitor "o mpdtog evpomaikoc moAtiopds”" (EXHMA).
At Kpnn, xépn oto piveorkd g mapeABov Kot tig oAAnAemidpdoelg g pe v Eyydg Avatoin,
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Swdpopdrice OepeAdon poro ot SIOUOPP®ST Tov Apyoikod EAAnvikod moAtticpon (EXHMA).
Emedn to vnoi yévvnoe o miovolo poboroyia, n omoio mePoTpEPETOL YOP® amd TovV Hobikod
nyepdévo Mivoa, tov AapdpvBo kot tov Mivedtavpo Kot oty omoio mapovstdletot Kot 1 ZikeAla.
Mdlota, o Atddwpog Zikerdg duyeitat 0Tt 0 Aaidorlog, 0 LLBKOG P ITEKTOVOS KOl KATOOKEVAGTNG
10V AaPuptvBov, avaykacpévog va eykataieiyel Tnv Kpntn, kataokedace KEPva OTEPA LLE TO OTTOLN
Eptace otn ZikeMa, koTadlwkopevog omd tov Mivoo. Katd 1 didpkela ¢ mTnone, o Yiog Tov
‘Tkapog anePimoe, apod TAncioce TOAD KOVIA 6TOV A0, EVED 0 Mivoag, apov Eptace ot XiKelia,
oKkot®ONnKe doOMa amd Tov Zikavo Pactid Koxoro.

I"a toug mapamdve Adyovg, 1 Kpnmn anotédese 100vikd TOTO £PELVOG Y10 TOVG APYOLOAIYOVS
and v Katdvia kot Adym tov decpdv g pe v Itadikn Apyaioloyikn Xyoin g Anvag, otnv
onoio omovdacav ToAroi ard awtovg. O Vincenzo La Rosa fitav o mpdtog kabnyntgc opyotoroyiog
0V Atyaiov oty Itario kot vrodievBuvtng g ZyoAng ABnvov and 1o 1993 €wg to 1999, o onoiog
nrov kot emke@aing tov CEARC péypt m ovvra&iodotnon tov 1o 2010. e avtdv kot tov Giovanni
Rizza, dievBuvty tov Ivotitovtov Apyotoroyiog yio oxeddv 40 ypodvia, oeesilovpe v 180 TG
dpvong evog Kévrpov apiepopévov otig evtatikég Kpntikég épevveg pe v guputepn €vvola Tov
opov, and v llpoictopia émg tov Meoaiova kot v emidpacn tov Kpnrikov kdécpov ctov
ovyypovo moMTicpo. Mall tov 1o Kévipo améktnoe tov SEMOTNUOVIKO YOPOKTHpA Tov Oa
ocvveylotel Vo ™ SevBvvon Tov Francesco Tomasello (2011-2014), dievBuvti ™G AmOGTOANG TNG
Leptis Magna, pe v enéktaon o€ mePloyEg mov eiyav oyéoelg pe v Kprin: ) Zikelio kot
APon.

Tnv tedevtaia dekaetio avéNONKay o PEAN TG KOPLOG OHAdOS KOOMG Kot Ol eEMTEPIKES
ocuvepyociec. XNUepa, To KEVIPO amoteAeitan Ol LOVO amd apyotoAdYOLS KOl IGTOPIKOVG OAAG Ko
a0 YNUIKOVG, PLGIKOVG, YEMAGYOLS KOl EMGTILOVEG TANPOPOPIKNG, TTOL AVI|KOVV TAEOV GE O1APOopa.
tunpata tov Iavemompiov g Katdvia (DISUM, DISFOR, DMI, DSSGGBBAA, DFA). X¢
avtovg TpooTédnkay eEmtepikd uéAn omd to IMavemotuo g Mroidvia, Ca' Foscari, I'évoPa,
UniNettuno kabmg kot pa opdda epguvntdv e Kotdavia ard to EBvikd Zoppodiio ‘Epevvog (CNR-
ISPC).

[Tpoxeyévou va amavtnBodv ta 16Toptkd EpOTAHATO TOV OETOVTOL A TO ATOTEAEGLLATO TMOV
OVOOKOP®OV KOl T HEAETN TOV DMK®OV, £xovv degoyBel Ko Bpiokovian 6e EEMEN apOlOUETPIKES
£PEVVEG 0GPECTOKOVIALATOG, KEPAUIKTG, OYLAVOD, OUOCTAUTIKES EPEVVEG TAVM GTNV APYLTEKTOVIKN,
YEOPLGIKEG EPEVVEG GTNV TTEPLOYN, EVAO amd Ta TPOTA Ypdvia £xovv evtabel ol mpoceyyicelg otV
emeEepyacio ToV OedOUEVOV LE TN YPNON TNG TANPOPOPIKNG. ALTO &gliye ¢ amotéAecuo v
npaypatonoinon dwedpwv Epywv mov degnydnoov and to Kévipo emiong oe cvvepyosio pe
e€MTEPKOVS OPYOVIGUOVS, TOAAGDV JeBviv cuvEdpLLV, apKeTOV ekbBécewv, epyactnpiov kol
SPOP®V O1A0EGOUEVAOV TPOTOPOVALDV, LETAED TV omoiwv Oa BEAaLE Vo avagEpovpe Ta GLVEIPLAL
«Per i 100 anni dello scavo di Festos», otn Poun pe tv «Accademia dei Lincei» (2000), ko «Per i
100 anni dello scavo di Prinias» otqv A0nva pe v Itadikn Apyatoroyikr Lyolny Abnvav (2006);
Tnv éxbeon «In ima Tartara», pe 0épo to omiato TG AfTvog, 1 0moio TOPOVGLACTNKE TPATO OTNV
Kpnm kot ot ovvéyeia ot Zikedio (2008) (EIKONA), ko 10 gpyactnpo “Moviehomoinon
apyooroyikdv tomiov” (2018), mov dwopyavdbnke oe cvvepyasio pe to IMovemotiuo g
Xaiderfépyng ko ypnpatodotnOnke and to Deutscher Akademischer Austauschdienst.

[MopdAinia pe v €pegvva mediov Kot T dopydveon ekdnimcemv, To Kévipo exdidet Eva
EMOTNUOVIKO TtePLodiko, to Creta Antica, pe ekddt tov Aldo Ausilio, kau o cepd, Studi di
Archeologia Cretese, agpiepopévn otn dnpoocicvon avacka@dv kot VAkov. Extdc amd avtég tic 600
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Baouéc exdoTikéc TpmtoPoviieg, To Kévipo €xet emypelndel ta mpaktikd cuvedpiov kot ekOEcEwV.
O mMpNg KATAAOYOG TV OpacTNPOTHTOV Umopel va. avalntnbel otov otdétomo tov Kévipov
(www.cac.unict.it).

Avoaveopévo 1o 2014 kot 1o 2018, to Kévipo cuvéyioe Tig Epevvég ToL Ta TeAevTaio TECTEPQ
YPOVIOL KON Kot KATA TN SIIPKELD TNG GKOTEWVNG TEPLOOOL TNG TOVONUiaG, Tapd TOVS TEPLOPITUOVES
mov emPANONKaV oTIC Epyacieg mediov. H d1ddoon emdimydnke pécm g 010pyavmong OadIKTUAK®OV
cepvapiov, evod cuyypoveg Eekiviioay VEEC cuvepYaoies [e 01eBvn £pya peYdANC KATLOKAG, 01 OTTOTEC
aneoviovtal 6Tovg aKOAoVOOLG TiVaKEC.

H mapovoa éxbeon otoyedel axpipdg oty mopovsioon UG EUTEPING TOV dLOVEL TAEOV TO
250 £10G NG, KOt 1 01Ol LEGH OO [0 TOAVUEGTKY TEPYNOT| ATOTEAEL TOVTOYPOVA L0 ELGOYWYN
OTIG TPMTEG PAGELS TNG toTopiag TS Kpntng kot oTig o mpdopateg HeBodoA0Yies TNG APYOULOAOYIKNG
£pevvac.



