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The Necropolis of Kamilari in the Messara
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The site and research

The necropolis of Kamilari was investigated in 1959 on behalf of the Italian Archaeological
Mission in Crete by School Director Doro Levi, with the assistance of Luigi Rocchetti, and published
in 2019 in the School's Monographs by Luca Girella and llaria Caloi. It consists of three tholos tombs:
Tholos A, the largest and best preserved, Tholos B, half of which is visible, and Tholos C, only
partially investigated.

The Kamilari complex was founded at a later time than the better known pre-Palaeolithic
tholos tomb necropolis of the Messara; in fact, it was built in MM IB, at the same time as the
foundation of the First Palace of Phaistos. The uniqueness of Kamilari in the funerary landscape of
Crete lies both in its foundation at the time of the First Palaces and in the continuity of its use for
almost 600 years: from the 19th to the end of the 14th century (MM IB - TM 111A2), only to be reused
between the 8th and 7th centuries and in the Hellenistic-Roman period (Tholos C alone).

The Tholos A in the Protopalatial Period

Built in the MM 1B, Tholos A underwent progressive structural modifications, linked to
changes in funerary ritual (Fig. 1, left, Aerial view of Tholos A). In its initial phase, the tomb is
composed of the circular chamber, outbuildings a and B, and the courtyard; subsequently new rooms
(6 and vy) are added and transformations occur in the use of rooms as ossuaries and storage rooms)
(Fig. 1, right, Construction phases of the Tholos A: a) MM IB; b) MM 1IB; ¢) MM 11l and later
periods). An increasingly differentiated use of the courtyard can also be observed, with the installation
of a peribolos with a door and an altar.

Intended for collective burials (the recovery in 2009 of bone remains unearthed during the
excavation made it possible to reconstruct a number of deceased of 22.3 per 100 years, imagining one
or two family groups in the use of the tomb), Tholos A becomes (from MM II1A) the focus of
ceremonial activities centred on the consumption of beverages, as demonstrated by the use of ceramic
forms (skouteli, cup, olletta) and ceremonial labels typical of the rituals of the nearby centre of Festos.
The transformation of rooms into ossuaries (B and d) and the installation of an outdoor altar with
skoutelia and inverted stone vessels testify to the importance of ancestor worship. The reading of the



excavation notebooks and the study of the unpublished material made it possible to reconstruct the
stratigraphy of some of the rooms, the architectural history of the Tholos A complex, and the
associations between various finds (Fig. 2, Reproduction of the excavation notebook Sector | (NE
portion) of Tholos A and excavation photos of the same area): among these, and in addition to pottery
(Fig. 3, Selections of vessels from MM I1A and MM 111 from Tholos A), a jewellery and stone seals

are listed (Fig. 4, Selection of stone seals from Tholos A).

The Neopalatial Period

The time of maximum use of the tomb is MM III. In TM | the decline in offerings makes the
tholos the aggregating point perhaps of a smaller community. At the end of the Neopalatial period
(TM IB) Daniela Novaro attributed the creation and deposition of the well-known terracotta models.
The models would reproduce a ritual pathway that led the deceased from the burial site (the dance
scene), through depersonalization of identities (the scene of the preparation of offerings and the
symbolic consumption of liquids or honey), to the reunion phase (the scene of offerings to the
deceased) (Fig. 5, Plan of Tholos A showing the finding of the fictile models).

The Postpalatial Period

From the 15th century onwards, despite the fact that the funerary landscape of Crete appears
to have changed due to the adoption of new tomb types of Mycenaean origin, Tholos A is still used
as a burial site but serves a limited number of individuals. The courtyard is now used for restricted
libation ceremonies (note the preference for the deposition of the kylix). The funerary ritual is
concentrated within the tholos: analysis of the grave goods reveals a focus on the personal sphere of
the deceased. The deposition of seals, jewelry, and personal ornaments in gold, stone, and faience,
bronze objects and alabastra, pyxes for the offering of oils and anointing agents should be interpreted
in this direction. After an interruption of several centuries, between the 8th and 7th centuries, a few
ceramic offerings indicate a form of 'reappropriation’ of the tomb for cultic purposes, an act of offering
that can be traced back to the recognition of a place of memory, understandable in the climate of

reorganization of the festive territory after the Bronze Age.

Concluding remarks

For approximately 600 years, the necropolis of Kamilari weaves a unique relationship with
its territory and shapes a funerary space that is sensitive to various socio-political transformations.
One aspect that has emerged from our research is the difficulty in proving the necropolis' direct link

to the palace of Festos. It is more likely that it was used by communities that lived scattered in the



surrounding area, according to a territorial model associated with the pre-Palatial Messara and that
sees the tholos tomb as a burial place and a pole of aggregation for several groups when following
the foundation of the nearby palace, the territory, and rural communities appeared to be expanding
rapidly. In TM I, the necropolis operates in a territory that has been transformed once again, by virtue
of a political shift towards Haghia Triada and a different religious ideology: in this sense we have
proposed the transformation of the tomb into a place of ancestor worship during the phase of the
deposition of the fictile models. In TM Il and Il1A, Tholos A is once again a burial site, but this
umpteenth reoccupation marks the tomb's definitive transition from community to family tomb. After
several centuries of abandonment, the still visible tomb of Kamilari exerts its power even in the
Geometric period, perhaps due to its monumentality and its association with the other ‘ruins’ of a
distant Minoan past. Eventually, and until its excavation, it is definitively transformed into a place of

memories.
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O wotoTomog Ko 1 épgvva

H vekpémoAn tov Kounioapiov epevvifnke 1o 1959 v Aoyoplacud ¢ Itaiikng
Apyooroyikng Amootorng otnv Kpntn amd tov dievbuvt g Zxoing Doro Levi, pe m fonbeta tov
Luigi Rocchetti, ka1 dnpoctedtOnke to 2019 otig Movoypagieg g Zyoing and tovg Luca Girella kot
llaria Caloi. Amoteleitar and tpelg BodAwtovg tdpovc: Tov Ooro A, Tov pHeYaADTEPO KOl KOADTEPQ
dwtnpnuévo, tov ®0io B, and tov omoio givor opatdg o picog, kot tov ®o6lo I', o omolog &xet
epeuvnBel povo ev pépet.

To cvykpotnua tov Kapniapiov 10phbnke oe petayevéstepo YpOVO Ao TNV IO YVMOGTH TPO-
TAAALOALO1KY| VEKPOTOAT BOADTAOV ThPwV TG Meosoapdc- otV TpayUaTikdtnTo, YTicTnKe 10 MM
IB, tavtdypova pe v idpvon tov Ilpdtov Avaktdépov g Poctov. H povadikdtmra tov
Koapniapiov oto tagikd tomio e Kpnmg €ykettan 1660 oty idpuotn Tov Katd v €moyn ToV
[Ipotwv Avaxtopmv 660 Kal 6T GLVEYELD TG YPNONS TOL Yo oxedOV 600 ypdvia: amd Tov 190 Emg
10 1€A0G 0V 140V aidva (MM IB - TM I1A2), yia va emavaypnoipomondet peta&d tov 8ov kot 7ov

aLOVO KO KOTE TV EAMANVIGTIKI-popaikn tepiodo (Loévo o @diog I).



H Odioc A otnv llpotoraralioxn

Xtiopévn omv MM IB, 11 ®6hog A véotn TPOOSEVTIKEG OOUIKES TPOTOTOMGELS, TOV
ouvoéovtor e oAAOYEG 0TO TaPIKO TedeTtovpYiko (Ewk. 1, aplotepd, Aepopmtoypapio tng @dAov A).
2V opyIKN ToL Ao, 0 TAPOG aToTEAEITAL OO TOV KLKAMKO OdAapo, Ta fondnTikd KTicpato o Kot
B kot TNV aVAN- OTN GUVEYELN, KOL OTN] CUVEXELD VOICTATOL EMEKTAGELS PE TNV TPOSONKN VE®V
dopoatiov (3 kot y) mpootifeviol kot cupPaivovy PETOCYNUATICUOL GTN(XPNOT TOV dOUOTIOV MG
00Te0PVAAKLL Kol amodnkevtikol yopor) (Ewk. 1, 6e&1d, Kataokevaotikég pdoelg tng ®olov A: a)
MM IB- ) MM IIB- v) MM III xou petayevéotepeg mepiodor). [apatnpeiton eniong pa OA0 Ko o
JPOPOTONUEVT] YPNON TNG AVANG, LE TNV EYKATAGTOOT £VOG TEPPOAOL e TOPTA Kol fOUO.

[Tpooptlduevn yuoo opadikés taeéc ( avaktnon 1o 2009 T®V 0GTIKOV KATAAOIT®V TOV
ATOKOADPONKOV KOTE TNV OVOoKOPY] ETETPEYE TNV OVOKATACKELN VOGS aplBod vekpav 22,3 avd
100 &, mov povtaletal pio 1§ VO OIKOYEVEINKES OLADEG GTN YPTON TOL TAPOL), 1| ®dAoc A yiveton
(a6 10 MM 11A) 10 emikevipo TEAETOVPYIKAOV OPOCTNPOTATOV UE EMIKEVIPO TNV KATAVAA®GCN
TOTOV, OM®G OMOSEIKVOETOL OO TN XPNON KEPOUK®DOV HOPOOV (OKOVTEAL, KOTEALO, OAAETA) Ko
TELETOVPYIKOV ETIKETMV TUTIKMV Y10 TIC TEAETOVPYiEC TOL KOovTivoD Kévtpov Festos. H petatponn
dopatiov oe ooteo@uAdkio. (B kot 8) kot M gykotdotacn vraibpov Popod pe skouteli wou
aveotpappéva MOwva ayyeio paptopodv ) onuacio e Aatpeiog Tov Tpoyovev. H avayvoon tov
OVOOKOPIKOV TETPUOIOV KOl 1 LEAETN TOL OOMUOGIELTOV VAKOD EMETPEYOV TNV avacOVOEST TG
OTPOUATOYPOPING OPIGUEVOV SOUATIMV, TNG APYLTEKTOVIKNG 16TOPIOG TOL cuyKpoTthpotog Tholos A
KOl TOV GLOYETICEDV UETAED dapopmv gvpnuatov (Ew. 2, Avamapoymyn Tov ovocKoeikoy
onuelwpatdpov tov Topéa I (BA tuniua) g ®6Aov A kol avaoKAPIKES POTOYPOPiEG TOV 110V
YOPOL): LETAED avTdV, Kol ekTo¢ omd v kepopkn (Ew. 3, Emiloyn ayyeiov and o MM 1A ot
MM I a6 ™ ®dro A), koocunparo, avagépoviat kot Abveg copayideg (Ewc. 4, Emioyn Abwvov
ocepayidwv amd ) Odho A).

H Neomaralrax)

H emoyn ¢ péyromng yprong tov tépov eivar n MM III. Ztmv YM I peioon tov tpocspopmdv
kabiotd 1™ 06A0 onueio ovykévipwong iomg oG MKPOTEPNG KOWOTNTAG. XTO TEAOG TNG
Neoavaxtopikng meptodov (YM IB) np Daniela Novaro anodidet ) dnpovpyio kot tnv amndbeomn tov
YVOOTOV HOVTEA®V omtd Tepakdta. To poviéha Oa avamopryoyoy po TEAETOVPYIKT SLOPOUT TOL
odnyovce tov vekpd amd TovV TOmMO TAPNS (OKMVI Y0pov), UECH TNG OMOTPOCMOTOTOINGNG TV

TOVTOTNTOV (GKNVI| TPOETOLUAGIOG TV TPOSPOP®V Kol GUUPBOAKNG KATAVAA®GNS VYP®OV 1 LEAL0D),



ot Gaon ¢ emavévoong (oknvi tpospop®dv otov vekpd) (Ewk. 5, Zyédo g Od6Aov A pe v

€0PECT TOV TAACTIKMOV HLOVIEA®V).

H Meramaralloxn

Amo tov 150 auwdva Ko petd, mopd to yeyovog 0Tt 10 TaPkd tomio g Kprtng eaivetatl va
Exel aAAdEel Aoy g vioBétmong véov THTOV TAQ®V HLKNVAIKNG mpoéievonsg, n OoAlog A
eEaxoAovbel va ypnopomoteital g yMPog TaPng oAAd eEummpetel meplopicuévo apBud atopwmv. H
OVAT] XPNOILOTOLEITOL TAEOV Y10 TEPLOPICUEVES TEAETEG GTOVODV (CNUEIDGTE TNV TPOTIUNOT Yo TNV
evamdbeon g koAkog). H tapikn teletovpyia cuykevipdveTon vidg tov B6Aov: N avdivor twv
KTEPIGUATOV OTOKOADTTEL L0l EGTIOGT) GTNV TPOCWOTIKN GPaipa Tov vekpov. H katdbeon cppayidmv,
KOGUNUAT®V KOl TPOCOTIKOV GTOAOIOV amtd ¥pvuco, Ao Kot payevtiav), YOAKIVOV OVTIKEULEVOV
Kot aAaBAcTp®V, TLEIB®V Yo TNV TPOSEOPA EAcimV Kot aAolpmv Ba Tpénetl va epunvevdel Tpog avt
v kotevhuvon. Metd amd pa S10K0mH OPKETMV dOVOV, LETAED TOL 80V KoL TOL 70V MV, LEPIKEG
KEPAUIKEG TPOGPOPES VITOONADVOVY Uid LOPPN "EMAVOIKEIOTOINGNG" TOL TAPOV Y10 AATPEVTIKOVG
oKOmovg, o TPAEn mpoopopds mov pmopel vo avoybel otnv avayvopion evog TOTOL UVIUNG,

KOTOVONTH 6TO KAILO avadlopyavmong TG E0PTUGTIKNG EMKPATELNG LETA TNV ETOYT TOV UAKOV.

Kotainktikég mapatnpioseig

IMa epimov 600 ypdvia, n vekpdmoin tov Kauniapiov veaivel g povadikn oyéon pe my
EMKPATELL TNG KOL OLOUOPPDVEL EVAV TAPIKO YOPO €VAIGONTO GE SLAPOPOVS KOWVMVIKOTOALTIKOVG
LETAGYNUOTIGLOVS. Mo TTuyn Tov Tpodkuye amd TV Epevvd pog etvat 1 duokorio amddEENg g
dpeong oy€ong e vekpomoAng e 1o avaktopo g Parstov. Eivar mo mbavo va ypnoipomomdnke
and Kowotnteg mov oGV SACTOPTES GTN YOPW TEPLOYY], COLPOVA LE EVO EGOPIKO LOVTEALD TOL
oyetiCeton e v mpo-ovoktoptk] Mescapd kot 1o onoio PAEnEL ToV BOA®TO ThPO ™G TOTO TAPTG
Kot TOA0 cuvdBpoiong deopmv opddwv, Otav petd v dpvon Tov KovTvoy avakTdpov, M
EMKPATELD, KO O1 0YPOTIKEG KOWVOTNTES QaiveTal va emekteivovtol paydaia. Ztmv YM I, n vekpdmoin
Aertovpyel G€ pioL TEPLOYN TOV £XEL LETACYNUATIOTEL KO TAAL, AOY® TNG TOAITIKNG LETATOTIONG TTPOG
v Ayila Tprada kot pog StapopeTikng OpnoKELTIKNG 10E0A0YIG: LLE OVTH TNV £VVOL0, TPOTEIVOLLE TN
LETATPOTY] TOL TAPOL GE TOTO AATPEING TV TPOYOVAOV KATA TN (ACT TNG amdfeons TV PIKTOV
npotomev. Ztmv TM II ko IITA, 1 ®d6hog A elvar kot TdAL TOTOG TAPNS, OAAG LT N TOALOCTN
EMOVOKATAAN YT CNUOTOSOTEL TNV OPIOTIKY HETAPROGTN TOL TAPOL OO KOWOTIKO GE OIKOYEVEINKO
Thpo. MeTd amd apKeToOg adVES EYKATAAEWYNC-TTOPAUEANONG, 100G AdY® TNG LVNUEIOKOTNTAS TOV
0 akoun opatdg taeoc tov Kauniapiov e&akorovbel va ackel ™ dOvoun tov akdun Kot ot

YEOUETPIKN TEP1000, I6MG AOY® TNG LVNUELOKOTNTAS TOV Kol THG CVUVOEGNS TOV Ue To dALa "epeimia



eVOG LaKPVOD LIvetkoy TopeABovtog. Telkd, kot Léypt TNV avaoKagn Tov, LETAPAAAETOL OPIGTIKA,

LEXPL TNV OVOGKOPT] TOV, GE TOTO UVIAUNG.



