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The site and excavations

Phaistos is one of the most significant Minoan centres and one of the most important
archaeological sites in Greece, third in terms of visitors after the Acropolis of Athens and
Knossos. It is located in the fertile Messara plain in southern Crete, on a low hill that, today
located 5.6 km from the sea, was on the coast until the first half of the 4th millennium BC.
The site, inhabited continuously from the 5th millennium B.C. (Neolithic) until the Greek
period, was identified as early as the end of the 19th century. It was first excavated by Luigi
Pernier between 1900 and 1908, and then by Doro Levi between 1950 and 1966, both directors
of the Italian Archaeological School in Athens. The University of Catania has been active there
since 1992, under the direction of Vincenzo La Rosa first (1992-2013), and Filippo Carinci
(Ca' Foscari University of Venice) later (2014-2018). At the same time, since 2000 a mission
led by the University of Salerno has started surveys in the area.

Since 2018, all present missions are coordinated by the University of Catania, in

agreement with the Italian Archaeological School of Athens.

The Neolithic and Pre-Palatial Period

The earliest phases, now dated to 5200 BC, are represented by petroglyphs, pits, and
hearths set up on the hilltop by groups scouring the southern Aegean in search of metals and
minerals such as ochre, which was used in Phaistos to decorate pottery but also to prepare
ointments to protect the skin from sunburn.

From the second half of the 5th millennium B.C. onwards, the hill continued to be a
meeting place for the inhabitants of the surrounding region, but it was progressively
monumentalised and modified to accommodate an increasing number of people. Particularly
important in this respect is the building project that around 2200 BC radically transformed the
appearance of the hill and the surrounding area by draining the swamp formed by the
Hieropotamos. This was made possible both by new knowledge of hydraulic engineering and

by a new system of mobilising the workforce based on the distribution of food rations by means



of colourless cups. To this phase, called Ancient Minoan IlI, belong four monumental
complexes, probably public buildings for various corporate groups (clans, guilds, or similar)

on which Minoan society seems to have been founded.

The Protopalatial Period

The site reached its greatest splendor during the early Middle Bronze Age phase with
the construction of the First Palace, which never had the canonical plan attributed to Cretan
palaces but consisted instead of a western block, a southern retaining wall, and individual
buildings arranged around the Central Courtyard to the north and south. The palace also
featured: three paved western courtyards, two of which had raised pavements; facilities for the
storage of solid and liquid foodstuffs (circular silos and a warehouse wing with pithoi);
workshops for the production of ceramics, such as the fine Kamares pottery (Fig. 1, Kamares-

style krater from Phaistos) and stone vessels; and archives of cretules and tablets.

The Neopalatial

After the great final destruction in the Middle Minoan IIB the history of Phaistos differs

from that of the other palaces.
Attempts to reconstruct the building were aborted, limiting it to a few areas, and for a long time
the living and production activities of the elites were probably distributed in large buildings
around the palace, such as the House South of the Ramp or the so-called North-Eastern sector
from which the famous Phaistos Disk originates (Fig. 2, The Disk of Phaistos).

Only around 1500 B.C. the Second Palace assumed its final appearance with more
monumental connotations, starting with the entrance consisting of a staircase to a large loggia,
from which some of the palace sectors could be accessed (Fig. 3, The monumental Propylaesum
entrance to the Second Palace). The Palace is smaller than that of the previous period and does
not appear to have an administrative function. The urban grid loosens, the houses around the
palace are abandoned, and the quarters of Chalara and Haghia Fotini are replaced by single
large buildings: the former with a mostly cultic physiognomy; the latter with administrative

and control functions.

The Post-Palatial Period
The period following the destruction of the Late Minoan IB is unclear. For the Late
Minoan Ill, it can be said that the area of the Palace was reoccupied for ritual reasons, while

around it groups of dwellings have been identified in Chalara, on the median hill, and in the



saddle between it and the eastern hill. The town has extensive relations with the outside world,

as shown by a fragment depicting sailors on a boat (Fig. 4, Clay fragment with a sailing scene).

The Historic Age

Far more relevant is the architectural evidence belonging to the Geometric Period (see
Quarter on Piazzale LXX), during which the Greek city of Phaistos developed, and already in
the Archaic period it appears to have temples and sculptural decorations. It reached its
maximum extent in the Hellenistic Period, being even provided with a fortified wall. Little is
preserved of this on the hill: the so-called andreion on the upper square, a few houses to the
west, and numerous water cisterns. The Hellenistic phase of Phaistos ended with destruction at
the hands of rival Gortina, an event that marked the end of the site's multi-millennial urban
history.
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O x®pog Ko 01 AvVaoKAPES

H ®ootog eivor éva amd to SNUOVTIKOTEPO UIVOIKA KEVIPO KOl VOGS OO TOLG
ONUOVTIKOTEPOLS OPYALOAOYIKOVS ¥®dPpovg otnv EAAADa, Tpitog 08 eMOKEYIUOTNTO LETA TNV
Axpomoin tov AOnvav kot v Kvwsd. Bpioketar otnv edpopn nedidda g Meooapds ot
votia Kpnn, oe évav younid Ao@o mov, ofuepa Ppioketar 5,6 yAn. amd t 0dAacoa,
BprokoTav 6TV 0K LEYPL TO TPMOTO UIGO TNG 4N¢ yhietiog m.X.

O yopog, mov katokNOnkKe cvveydg amd v Sn yhetio ©.X. (veolOikn|) péypt v
eMMMVIKT Ttepiodo, evromiotnke NOM and tao €A Tov 190V AV KOl OVICKAPNKE Y10 TPOTY
@opd amod tov Luigi Pernier peta&d 1900 kot 1908 kot otn cuvéyela and tov Doro Levi peta&d
1950 ko 1966, appotepor devbuvtég g Italikng Apyoatoroyikng XxoAng oty Adnva. To
[Mavemommwo g Katdvia dpactmpromoteiton kel amd to 1992, vnd ™ devbovvon tov

Vincenzo La Rosa apyka (1992-2013) ko tov Filippo Carinci (ITavemotho Ca' Foscari tng



Bevertiag) apyotepa (2014-2018). IoapdAinia, amd to 2000 pio amwocsTodr] VIO TV NYEGIN TOV
[Tavemompiov Tov Zarépvo €xel EEKIVIGEL EPEVVEG GTNV TTEPLOYN.
Amo to 2018, 6Aeg o1 onuepvég amooToréc cuvtoviCovratl and to [avemotipo g

Koatavia, oe coppovia pe v Itodikny Apyatoroyikn Zyoin Adnvav.

H NeoiOwkn ko Ilpo-avaxktopiki wepiodog

Orvtpmteg pacelc, Tov onpepa ypovoroyovvtal oto 5200 . X., avTimposmreLovToL omd
TETPOYAVPIKE, AGKKOVG Kol €0TiEG TOL GTHONKAV GTNV KOPLPT TOL AOPOV ATO OUASES TOV
Eyayvav 1o vOTlIo Atyaio mpog avalntnorn UETAAL®DV Kol OPUKT®MV, OTMC 1) O)YPM, 1| 0ol
xpnoonooHvtay ot Poicto Yo T SLUKOGUNGT) TG KEPAUKTG OALY KO Y10l TV TOPACKELT
AAOLP®V Y10, TNV TPOGTAGIO TOV SEPUATOS OO TO NALOKA EYKODLLOTOL.

Am6 10 8e0TEPO GO TG MG yheTiag T.X. KOl HETA, O AOPOG GLVEXICE VO, OTOTEAEL
TOTO GLVAVTNONG Y10 TOVS KATOIKOVG TNG YOP® TEPLOYNG, OALN GTASIOKA LVNLELOTOONKE KO
TpoToTOmONKe Yo va prho&evinoet Evay av&avopuevo aptud avlporov. Idwitepa onpavtikd
Ao TNV amoyn ovTh €lval T0 01kodopkd Epyo mov YOp® oto 2200 . X. petapdpewoe priikd
NV OY1 TOL AOPOL Kol TNG YOP® TEPLOYNG KE TNV amoénpavon tov BAATov mov oynudrtile o
[epomoTopog. Avtd KaTESTN dLVVATO TOGO AP OTIG VEEG YVMGELS TNG VOPOVAIKNG UNYOVIKNG
0G0 KoL YapN 6€ VA VEO GUOTNLA KIVNTOTOINONG TOL £PYOTIKOD SLVOULIKOV oV Bact{oTav 61
dwvoun HePId®V Qayntol HEC® AYpOU®V KUVTEAL®Y. X& auTf ™) (AoT, Tov ovopdaletat
Apyaio Mo 111, avikovv t€coepa pvnuelakd cuyKkpotipota, Tihovmg dNUocto KTipo yio
SLPopes eTAPIKEG OPLAdES (PUAEG, GLVTE)ViEG T TAPOUOLY), GTO OTToi PaiveTl OTL oTNPiyONKE

N LVOLKT Kowaovia.

H IIpotoavaktopiki wePiodog

Katd ™ odon g mpowung Méong Emoyng tov Xoikov, o y®pog £ptace ot
HeyaADTEPT) LEYOAOTPETELL TOL LE TNV KoTaokevn] Tov [Ipdtov Avaktopov, to onoio dev elye
TOTE TO KOVOVIKO GY£S10 TOL ATOIOETOL GTO KPNTIKA OVAKTOPO, AITOTEAOVUEVO O EVOL SVTIKO
UTAOK, £VOL VOTIO TOLYO OVTICTNPIENS KO LELOVOUEVA KTIPLOL TOL O10TACGOVTOL YOP® OO TNV
Kevipun AvAn ota Bopeta ko votwa. To avaktopo d1€Bete emiong: Tpelg MAAKOGTPMTEG
OVTIKEG AVAEG, dVO amd TIG omoieg giyov vepvyUEVE TECOOPOULN- EYKATACTAGELS Y0l TNV
amoONKELOT GTEPEDV KOl LYP®OV TPOPIH®OV (KUKAMKA GIAO KOl o TTEPLYO amodnkng pe
TOAPIO)- EPYOCTPLOL VIO TNV TOPAYWOYN KEPUUIKAOV, OTMC 1 €EQPETIKN KEPUMKY TOV
Kopapov (Ew. 1, kpampag tomov Kapapodv and ™ @aotd) Kot MOvav ayysiov- Kot apyeio

KpNTd®V Kot Tvokidmv.



H Neoavaxktopiki

Metd ) peydin optotikn kataotpogn ot Mecopvown 1IB 1 wotopio tg Poarcton
SpEPEL amd eKElVN TOV GALDV OVOKTOP®V.

Ot poomdfele ovOKATOGKELNG TOL KTIpiov potonddnkay, teplopilovidg to e Ayovug
YDPOLG, KOl Y10 LEYAAO YPOVIKO O1AGTNO O dpacTNPLOTNTEG dlofimong Kot Topoymyns Twv
eMT NTa TOAVAS Katavepnuéveg o€ HEYAA KTipla yOpm omd To avaKTopo, OTTMG N otkio voTio
™G PAUTOC 1 0 AeYOUEVOS BOPEIOAVATOMKOG TOUENS OO TOV OTTOI0 TPOEPYETOL O TEPIPNLLOG
Aioxog g Parotov (Ewk. 2, O Ailokog g Paieton).

Moévo yopw oto 1500 m.X. to Aghtepo AvAKTOpPO TTHPE TNV TEAIKN TOL LOPPN LE TLO
LV LELOKN (POLdL, EEKIVAOVTOS 0 TNV 16000 OV ATOTEAEITO OO o GKAAX TPOS Eval PLEYAAO
YOY1ATL, 0O TO 0TTOi0 UTOPOVGE KAVELS va £yl TPOGPOOT GE OPICUEVOVS OO TOVG TOUEIG TOV
avaktopov (Ew. 3, H pvnuewxn eicodog tov IIpomviaiov cto Agvtepo Avdxtopo). To
avdktopo glvar pkpdtepo omd exeivo g TPONYOOUEVIS TEPLOOOV KOl eV PaiveTal va £xel
dwokntikn Asrtovpyio. To aoTikd TAEYHO YOAOPOVEL, TA OMiTIO. YOP® OO TO OVAKTOPO
gykataieimovrol kot 01 Guvoikieg g XaAdpog kot g Ayiag Pwtevng aviwkoadictavtol and
evioia pLeydlo KTiplo: 10 TPATO UE AATPEVTIKT KUPIOS PUCIOYVOUIN- TO OEVTEPO LE OLOIKNTIKES

KOl EAEYKTIKEG AELTOVPYIEC.

H Merta-avaxtopikn ntepiodog

H mepiodog petd v katacstpoen tov Yotepopuvowkov IB avoaktopov eivar acagnc.
INo v Yotepopvowm I, propel va etmmBet 6111 teployn 1oL avokTOpov ETOVAKOTOIKHONKE
YL TEAETOVPYIKOVG AOYOUG, EVM YUP® OO OVTO £YOVLV EVIOMICTEL OUAOES KOTOWKIDV GTN
XoaAdpa, 610 HeGaio AOPOo Kot 6T GEAN LETOED OVTOV Kol TOL avaToAkoD Aoeov. H mdAn €xet
EKTETAUEVEG OYECEIS e ToV €€ KOGUO, OMMG Qaivetor amd €va Bpavcua mov ameucovilet

vautikovg o€ mAoio (Ew. 4, [InAwvo Bpadopa pe oknvi 16TI0TA0T0G).

H Iotopwn Emoyn

[ToAV o onuovTikég elvat Ol ApYLTEKTOVIKES LapTVPieg ToL aviKovy ot [eopetpiky
[Tepiodo (BA. Terpdymvo otnv Piazzale LXX), katd tnv omoia avortdyOnke n eAAnvikn Toin
™™g PaoTov, Kot Non amd v Apyaikn mepiodo @aiveton va S1afETEL VOOUG KOl YAVLTITIKEG
dwkoounoels. Kata v EAAnvictikn Tlepiodo, €ptace omn péyiom éktaon g, Me éva

0YVPOLEVO TELYOC. ATO 0VTO 6MLOVTOL EAAYIGTA GTOV AOPO: TO AeyOeEVO Avdpeiov oty Tévm



mAatela, Alyo omitio oTo SQVTIKG Kot TOALES deEapeveég vepov. H eAAnviotik| pdon ¢ Poiotov
€Anée e TNV KOTaeTPOPTN TNG oo TV avtinaAn ['optuva, yeyovog mov onpuatoddtnoe 10 TEAOC

NG TOAVETOVG AOTIKNG 10TOPLOG TOV TOTOV.



