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The subject of the city and its relationship with the Palace has been the focus of the research
undertaken at Festos over the past decade. First with the project "The Palace and the City' (2014-2019)
co-directed with the University of Venice (Prof. Filippo Carinci), then with the new five-year plan,
still in progress, on the settlement's long-term history. Research has been carried out on several fronts,
from excavation to environmental analysis, from the study of materials to that of architecture, from
archaeometric investigations to seismological investigations, the results of which are presented in the
panels of the other rooms. Here we present the main results of the excavation conducted by the
University of Catania, under the direction of Pietro Militello, in the years 2013-2018, results that
consist not only of finds but also of scientific and methodological progress.

The Excavation

While the University of Venice investigated the area to the south-east of the Palace under the
direction of Filippo Carinci, the University of Catania carried out excavations in the so-called
Northeast Complex and in the southern area of the Palace under the direction of Pietro Militello.

The North-East Complex is a monumental building that existed between 1700 and 1450 BC.
Here, the famous Phaistos Disk was found in 1908 together with a Linear A tablet. A second tablet
was found in our excavations together with decorated pottery, which allowed us to conclude that the
Disk's building was probably a production site in which, however, administrative and religious
activities coexisted. From the new excavations also comes a foundation deposit belonging to a
dwelling built around 1250 B.C. and destroyed a century later, which shows how a series of dwellings
were placed on the large monumental building after its destruction, showing a high level of material
culture. The prosperity was not to last long, as already around 1100 B.C. a poor population adapted
the ruins, reusing bases and blocks from the ancient ruins.

In the area of the so-called ‘Greek Temple’, the southern part of an important neo-Palatial
dwelling was brought to light, with a paved room, bordered by a polythyron (typical Minoan room
with several doors), and decorated with frescoes. The house was short-lived and had to be abandoned

to make way for a forecourt when the Second Palace was built. Clearly, the builders of the latter



wanted an open space around their building. The Palace was short-lived, however, and a housing
estate was erected around it. Here too, the centuries immediately before and after the 1000 BC are
characterised by great poverty. The beginning of a new era is distinguished by the construction of the
so-called Temple, dated to 580 BC thanks to our excavations and which probably marks the birth of
the real Greek city of Festos.

The results of the excavations have highlighted the deep impact that the construction of the
Palace had on the life of Festos, leading to the formation of a real city, albeit made up of separate
quarters (fig. 7). In the earliest phase (1950-1700 BC), the dwellings on the hillside were densely
arranged around the palace, a sign of a strong connection between inhabitants and central power. In
contrast, with the Second Palace, the building stands in splendid isolation; evidently, the inhabitants
of the palace wanted to mark their separation from other families in this way. After the destruction of
1450 BC, the monumental ruins were reused for cultic activities, but already around 1200 B.C. the
Palace area began to be invaded by habitations and roads. The memory of the Minoan past began to
fade.

The arrangement of the excavation areas

After the end of the excavation work, the CEARC had to face the moment of setting up the
investigated areas, securing the structures, and protecting the visitors. At Haghia Triada, the project
by architects Mario Piana, Edoardo Danzi and Damiana Paterno, in collaboration with the IJUAV of
Venice, tackled the problem of the impact of rainwater by creating a controlled runoff of water
through barrages, canalizations, and the filling of the deepest trenches. In Festos, the project was
designed according to a preventive logic by architect Stephania Chlouveraki from the University of
Western Attica. Consolidation of the walls, creation of retaining walls, and partial or total landfill
required three-month campaigns between 2019 and 2022, which were carried out thanks to the

contribution of the University of Catania and the Ministry of Foreign Affairs.

The impact

The fieldwork also constituted a moment of training and exchange of experiences: students
from all courses of study at the University of Catania, but also from other foreign universities, from
Toronto to Warsaw, from Sheffield to Salamanca, and of course students from Greek universities
took part in the excavation. In total, more than 140 young researchers were able to strengthen their
skills on missions to Crete.

But the collaboration and exchange of experiences are not limited to the youngest. From the

scientific exchange relationship with the other universities working at Messara indeed arose the



project of an internship activity that would open the students’ minds to a broader, social, and not only
scientific perspective of archaeology. Thus the Modelling Archaeological Landscape workshop was

born.

The Modelling Archaeological Landscapes Workshop

The 'Modelling Archaeological Landscape. Briding Past and Present' arose from a discussion
with Prof. Diamantis Panagiotopoulos of the University of Heidelberg, who heads the Koumasa
mission on the slopes of the Asterousia mountains, south of Messara. The workshop, funded by the
Deutscher Akademischer Austauschdienst (German Academic Exchange Service) introduced Italian,
Greek and German students to a different way of seeing the ancient and modern landscape, as an
active factor in the construction of one's own cultural identity, especially when this landscape still
preserves original features. For this reason, the locations chosen were not academic, but local: the
beautiful town of Kapetaniana in Crete, and the town of Scicli in Sicily. Carried out between June

and October 2018, it involved around 30 researchers of various nationalities.
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To Bépa g mOANG Kot TG oY€ong He To ToAdTL BploKeETOl GTO EXIKEVIPO TG EPELVOS TTOV
deEdyeton oto Festos v tekevtaio dekoetio. Apyucd pe to mpdypappa "To moddtt Kot 1 TOAN"
(2014-2019) wov ocvvdopyavodnke pe to IMavemotuo ¢ Bevetiog (kabnyntg Filippo Carinci),
OTN CLVEYELD LLE TO VEO TTEVTOETEC Y010, TOV Ppioketan akoun oe e£EMEN, Yo T paKporpodeoun
otopia Tov owicpov. H €psuva éxet d1e€aybel oe ddpopa pétmma, omd TV ovacoKopr MG TNV
TEPPOALOVTIKT OVOAVOT, OO TN UEAETN TOV VMKOV £0G €KEIVI] TNG OPYLTEKTOVIKNG, OO TIG
OPYOLOUETPIKEG EMC TIC GEICUOAOYIKEG EPEVVEGS, TO. ATOTEAEGLLOTO, TV OTO1MV TOPOLGLALOVTOL GTOVG
nivakeg ToV GAA®V atBovomv. Ed® mapovotdlovtal ta KuploTEP OTOTEAEGLOTA TG AVAGKOPNG TOV
de&nydn amd to IMoveromuio g Katavia, vrd m diebbvvon tov Pietro Militello, katd ta £t
2013-2018, amoterléopato mov cvvioTavtol Oyl LOVO GE ELPNUATA OAAY KOl GE EMIGTNLOVIKY] KOl

pebodoroyikn Tpoodo.



H avaokaen

Evd 1o [Mavemotuo g Bevetiag, vd ) dievbvvon tov Filippo Carinci, epevvovoe v meploym
VOTIOOVOTOAKA TOV TtoloTtov, To Iavemotiuo g Katdvia, vrd ) dievbuvvon tov Pietro Militello,
TPAYUATOTOINGE £peuveG 6TO AeyOuevo. Bopeloavatolkd Zoumleypo Kol oTnV TePLoyn voTio. Tov
[MoAati00.

To Bopetoavotoiikd Zvykpotnpa eivar éva pvnuetokd ktipto mov vanpye petasd tov 1700
kot Tov 1450 n.X. Ed® Bpébnie 1o 1908 o mepipnuog Aiokog g Poiotov, poali pe po ypopptk
mvokido A. Mo devtepn mvakidoo Bpédnke otig avaokaesg pog, poll e S1oKoouUnUEVN KEPOLUKN,
YEYOVOG TOV HOG EMETPEYE VO, GOUTEPAVOVLLE OTL TO KTip1o Tov Aickov ftav Thavitato Evag xOPog
TOPUYDYNS GTOV OO0 GLVVLTNPYOV SLOIKNTIKEG Kot BpNOKELTIKES dpaotnplotnTeS. Emiong, and tig
VEEC aVOOKAPES TPOoEPYETOL pia Katdbeon Bepelioong tog katotkiog mov ytiotnke yopw oto 1250
7. X. KOl KOTOGTPAPNKE VOV oDV apyOTEPQ, 1 OTTOL OELYVEL TAG, LETE TV KOTAGTPOPN TOV, Lol
o€1pd amd KOTolKieg ToTofeTNONKAY TAV® GTO PEYAAO HVNUELNKO KTiplo, deiyvovTac vynAo eninedo
VAoV Toltiopov. H sunuepia dev pelre va dapkécel Toly, kabmg 110m yopw oto 1100 w.X. évog
QTYOG TANOLGLOC emavaypnoLoToince BAcels ko OyKovg amod ta apyaio epeimia.

2V mePLoyN Tov AeyOpEVOL EAANVIKOD voo¥. EAAnvikod Naov, npbe 610 pm¢ T0 vOTI0 TUN IO
LLLOG OMULOVTIKTG VEOOVOKTOPTKNG KATOKIOG, PLE Eva TAAKOGTP®TO d®UATIo, Tov oplobeteiton amd Eva
TOAVOVPO (TLTIKO PIVOTKO OWUATIO e TOAAEG TOPTEG) KO Eivan dtokoounpévo pe toyoypagpies. H
Kartowio NTav Ppaydfia ko Enpene va eykataderpOel yia va dStopopemdel po thateio, Otav ytictnke
10 Agvtepo Avdxtopo. IIpopavdg ot 01koddpot Tov tedevtaiov NBelav Evay avoryTd YOPO YOP® OTd
70 KTip16 Tovc. To avéktopo frav Bpayvplo, ®oTdG0, Kol YOp® TOL ¥TioTnKE £vag OKIoHoc. Kat edw,
ot aivves Yopo amd to 1000 yoapaxtnpilovion amd peydin otoyew. H opyr pog véag emoyng
onpoartodoteital amd TV KATACKELY] TOL Agyopevov. Noov, 0 omoiog ypovoroyesitar ybpm oTig
avaoKapes pog oto 580 m.X., ko 0 omolog onuatodotel mOAVOS T YEVYWNON TNG TPAYHOTIKNG
eAMNVIKNG TOANG Festos.

Ta amoteléopota TV avackaeav avédelsav 1 Padid exidpacn mov lye N KATOUGKELT] TOL
avoktopov otn (of g Festos, odnydvtag otn dnuovpyio Pog TPAyHaTikng TOANG, ov Kot
AmoTEAOVUEVNC OO EEYMPIOTEG cLVOLKieS. v TpdT @don (1950-1700 n.X.), ot kaToKieg oTO
AOQO MTOV TUKVA OATETAYUEVES YOP® Omd TO AVAKTOPO, £VOEIEN oYVPNG GVVIEST G HeTAED TV
Katolkov Kol g Kevrpikng e€ovoioc. Me 10 dg0TEPO AVAKTOPO, OO TNV GAAN TAELPA, TO KTIPlO
OTEKETOL GE VITEPOYN ATOUOVMGT|, TPOPAVAOS 01 KATOTKOL TOV OVOKTOPOL NOEAAY VL GNLOITOO0TH|COVY
LLE QVTOV TOV TPOTO TOV JLAYWPLIGLO TOVG amd GALES OwkoyEveles. Metd v kataotpon to 1450 .X.,

TOL WVNULELOKE EPEITLOL ETOVOLYPTGILOTOONKOV Y10 AATPEVTIKES dPASTNPLOTNTES, AAAE 1)OT YOP® GTO



1200 7. X. 1 meploy” TOV avakTOPOL dpyloe va kaTaiapBdvetol amd katotkieg Kot dpopove. H pvnun

TOV LIVOLKOL TapelBdvTog dpyioe va Eebwpralet.

Taxtomoinen TOV YOPOV EKCKUPNS

Metd 10 tého¢ ¢ avaokapikng opactnpottag, 1 CEARC énpene va aviuetoniost
OTLYUN TNG TOKTOTOINGTG TOV AVACKAPIKOV YOP®V, Yo TN OUGPAAIGT) TOV KATAGKELOV KOl TNV
TPOOTAGio TV entokent®v. TV Ayia Tpuada, to épyo tov apyitektovov Mario Piana, Edoardo
Danzi kou Damiana Paterno, oe ocvvepyacio pe to IUAV ¢ Bevetiog, avtipetonioe 1o TpofAnua
™G emidpaong tov vepod TG PPoyNs, LAOTOIOVTIOG Lo EAEYYOUEVY] OTOPPON TOL VEPOD HECEH
PPOYLAT®V, O10YETEVCEMV Kot TAp®ong TV Babdtepmv dokiptinv. Xto Festos, to épyo oyedibdotnke
CUUG®MVO, LLE L0 TPOANTTTIKTY AOYIKN amd TV apyrtéktova Xtepavia XAovPepdkn tov [Havemiomuiov
Avtikng Attikng. H mayioon tov toiyov, n dnpovpyia tolyov avtiotnpiéng kot 1 HePKN 1| OAMKN
dwaKomy| amortovcav Tpipnves exotpateieg petagdy 2019 ko 2022, o onoieg mparypoatomomOnkav

xépn ot cvpporn tov [Mavemompiov g Katdvia kot tov Yrovpyeiov EEwtepikdv.

O avrikTVmOC

H epyacio mediov amotérece emiong (o oty EKTAiOELONS KO AVTOALAYNG EUTELPUDV: CTNV
avaoKaMT CUPUETELYOY eOITNTES amd OAa To TUNHATO 6ToLOAV Tov [lavemomuiov g Katavia,
oAAG Ko amd dAAa ToavemioTo tov e€mtepikov, amd to Topdvto péxpt ™ Bapoofia, and to
ZEQUAVT péYpL TN ZOAOUAVKO, KOl QUGIKO QOUNTEG om0 EAANVIKG TOVEMIGTIMO. XVVOAIKA,
neplocoTePOl amd 140 véor epevvntéc glyav T dvvaTOTNTA VO EVIGYOGOLV TIG OeEIOTNTEG TOVG OF
amooTtoAég oty Kpnrm.

Ouwg n cvvepyaoio Kot 1 ovTaAlayr| EUTEPLOV dgv TEPLopileTon LGVO GTOVE VEOTEPOVC, KOl
amo TN GYE0T EMGTNUOVIKNG AVTOAAAYNG LLE TOL GALO TOVETIOTH O TTOV gpyalovtatl 6t Mecoapd
TPOEKVYE TO GYEOL0 L0 OPAGTNPLOTNTOS TPUKTIKNAG AGKNOMG oL Bl Gvolye TOLG POITNTEG GE L
EVPVTEPT], KOWVOVIKY Kol Oyl LOVO EMGTNUOVIKY] TPOOTTIKN TG apyaloroyiag. ‘Etot yevvnOnke 1o

EPYOOTNPLO LOVIEAOTOIN GG OPYOLOAOYIKMV TOTIMV.

To gpyacTpro povreLomoinong apyaLtoA0YIKAOV TOTIMV

To gpyactiplo Movieglonoinon apyatoroyikadv tomiomv. Bridging past and present mpoékvye
and pa ovintmon pe tov kaOnynm Awpovt Iovoyiwtorovio tov Ilavemotnuiov ¢
XaideAPépyne, o omoiog eivon emikepaAng tg omootoAng otnv Kovupdoo, otig mlayléc twv
Aoctepovciov, votia g Meooapds. To epyacstiplo, To onoio ypnuatodothnie and v Deutscher

Akademischer Austauschdienst (I'epuavikn Yanpeoio Akadnuoik®v AvVioAlay®v) elonyoye



Itahovg, 'EAAnveg ko T'eppoavong eortntég o vav dapopetikd tpdmo vo. PAETOVY TO apyaio Kot
oLYYPOVO TOTO, MG EVEPYO TAPAYOVTA GTNV OIKOSOUNOT| TNG OIKNG TOVS TOAITIGTIKNG TOVTOHTNTAG,
10img 0tav to Tomio avTd dratnpel awbevtikd yopakmmplotikd. ' 1o Adyo avtd, ot Tonobesieg mov
emLExOnKay dev NTov oKadNUAiKES, 0ALG Tomikég: 1 dpopen oA Kapetaniana otnv Kprtn kot n
noAn Scicli ot Zikelio. [paypotoromnke peta&d Iovviov ko OktwPpiov 2018 ko coppeTeiyov

nepimov 30 epeuvnTég S1POP®V EBVIKOTTOV.



