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The Shrine H at Haghia Triada
A cult building from around 1350 BC
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History of research

The Shrine H is located on the southeastern edge of the archaeological site of Haghia Triada.
Its excavation took place at different times: a test pit drilled in 1903 probably reached its floor. The
entire building was brought to light by Federico Halbherr in 1910-11: the excavation stopped at an
earthen floor. In 1939, Luisa Banti, further excavating the building, found an older floor, painted with
a marine scene. Further excavation tests, conducted in 1978 by Vincenzo La Rosa, dated the
construction of the Shrine H around the 1350 BC.

The building

Despite the existence of two overlapping floors (the older one painted, the newer one in beaten
earth), it can be assumed that the architectural layout of the Shrine H was the same in both phases.
The building is divided into two rooms, connected by a double door; the inner room has a counter
along the eastern wall (Fig. 1, Shrine H, plan). The perimeter walls are of squared stone ashlars, with
the use of wooden beams and uprights, which have not been preserved. The entrance to the building
was certainly from the western room, probably open to the west with a porch.

The orientation of the axis of Shrine H towards the point where the sun sets on the summer
solstice allowed the sunlight, during sunset, to perfectly illuminate the inner room of the building.

The Shrine H must have had a terraced roof, with larger wooden beams arranged in a north-
south orientation, on which smaller diameter joists rested in an east-west direction (Fig. 2, Shrine H,
reconstruction of the roof). In accordance with the use in Minoan palatial architecture, it may be
assumed that there was an opening above each of the two connecting doors between the two
chambers, which allowed for the illumination and ventilation of the interior chamber even when the
two doors were closed: an opening of this type is also present in a model building from Knossos
(Khaniale Tekke). The height of the two doors can be estimated at 2.00 m, as indicated by the
archaeological evidence documented in some cases (as, for example, in room 53 of the Villa of Haghia
Triada). The use of squared stone ashlars of a constant height allows us to hypothesize the

reconstruction in height of the building, which can be assumed to have been around m 3.30 (Fig. 3,



Shrine H, reconstruction of the front side). The Shrine H must have looked similar to the construction
depicted on one of the long sides of the painted sarcophagus, found in the necropolis of Haghia Triada
and coeval with Shrine H.

The furnishings

Among the buildings of the same period unearthed at Haghia Triada, the Shrine H is one of
the few for which data is available on the vessels preserved inside. Vases are documented in both
phases of the building, indicated by the two different floors: the older one with a painted seascape
and the newer one with a beaten earth floor. The painted floor was destroyed by fire, as indicated by
the blackening of the floor and the layer, containing traces of burning, between the two floors.

In the center of the room, three tube vases rested on the painted floor: the discovery of three
kalathoi on the same floor suggests that these vases were placed on top of the tube vases, like some
tube vases with kalathos terminations found at other sites on Crete (including Prinias). Related to the
tube vases and kalathoi were probably three small cups also found on the floor (Fig. 4, Shrine H, the
interior with the throne and furnishings). Fragments of burnt wood and plates of glass paste were also

found on the floor.

The floor and throne

The painted floor represents a marine scene: an octopus, dolphins, and fish are preserved. The
placement of the octopus at one of the two access doors to the room allows us to assume that a second
octopus was painted at the other opening (fig. 5, Shrine H, reconstruction of the floor from above).
In the first phase, the walls of the inner chamber of the Shrine H were also covered with plaster with
a painted pattern imitating the veins of the stones. A section of this wall plaster, which fell from the
southern wall, shows no traces of burning: the spot where it fell was also devoid of the painted floor.

Therefore, it can be assumed that there was a non-combustible object here, the removal of
which would have caused the collapse of the painted wall plaster. It was probably a stone object:
given its location in the center of the wall and the layout of the inner chamber, accessible by a double
door (like the Throne Room in the Knossos palace), it can be assumed that this object was a throne.
The wooden fragments and glass paste plaques -found near the spot where the throne would have
been placed- could therefore be related to a suppedaneum.

It is interesting to note that from the position of the throne, thanks to the open portico on the
western side of the Shrine H, it was possible to see the Stoa FG and the space in front of the Megaron

ABCD and Kiosk E (at the very spot where the door of the Megaron ABCD can be reconstructed),



the other structures in the southern sector of Haghia Triada,linked to the performance of ceremonial

rituals in the forecourt.
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Iotopia g épevvag

To Iep6 H Bpioketar 6To vOTIO0VATOAKO GKPO TOL apyotoAoykol xdpov g Ayiag Tpradac.
H avaokagn tov éAafe xdpa o€ SLOQOPETIKES YPOVIKES TEPLOOOVG: EVOG SOKILAGTIKOG AGKKOG TOV
avoiymmke to 1903 éptace mBavadg puéypt to danedd Tov. OAdKANPO 10 KTipro Npbe 610 PG amd TOV
Federico Halbherr to 1910-11: n avackagn otoudtnos o€ évo youpdtvo daredo. To 1939, n Luisa
Banti, kévovtog mepattépm avaoKapES 6To KTiplo, Bprke Eva maAadtePo dGmedo, (OYPAPIGUEVO UE
o Bordocia oknvn. Tlepartépm avaokapikés doKIUES, Tov mpaypatorombnkay to 1978 and tov

Vincenzo La Rosa, enétpeyav va ypovoroynbei n korackevn tov lepod H ybpw oto 1350 n.X..

To ktipro

[Mopd v dapén dVo eMKAALTTOUEVOV SATEI®V (TO TaAoOTEPO (WYPAPICLEVO, TO VEOTEPO
o€ TUINUEVO Yo ua), umopel vo vtotebel 6tL N apyrtekToviky otdtaén tov Iepovd H ftav n idwa ko
011G 000 gacelc. To ktiplo ywpiletar og VO dWUATIO, TOL GLVOIEOVTOL HETAED TOVG LE OITANY TOPTOL-
TO E0MTEPIKO OMUATIO £YEL EVAV TAYKO KATA UNKOG TOL ovatoAtkov toiyov (Ew. 1, Iepo H, xdtoym).
Ot mepruetpkol Toiyol amoTEAOVVIOL OO TETPAYMOVICUEVES TETPIVEG TAAKES, e TN Xpnon EOAvov
dokmV ka1 opfoctaT®dv, o1 onoieg dev Exovv daocwbel. H gicod0g 610 KTipto yvdtav ciyovpa omd To
SVTIKO dWUATIO, TOAVATATO CAVOLYTO TPOG TO OLTIKA LE PEPAvTOL.

O mpocavatoMopdg Ttov dEova tov Ilepov H mpog to onueio dmov dvet o NA1og kotd to Bepivo
NMOGTAGLO EMETPENE GTO MG TOV NAOV, KT TN dtdpKeEL TOL NAMOPacIAENaTog, va oTilel TéAEL
T0 EGOTEPIKO OMUATIO TOV KTIPIOL.

To Iepd H mpémer va diéBete avaPabuiopévn otéyn, pe peyordtepa EvAva, dokdpia
tomoBetnpéva pe mpocavatoMcoud Boppd-votov, Téve oto onoia atnpiloviay dokdplo pKpoOTEPNS

dwpéTpov pe kotevbouvon avatoin-ovon (Ew. 2, lepd H, avakatackevn e 6téyng). ZOpQova pe



TN XPNON OTN LIVOIKT OVOKTOPIKT OPYLITEKTOVIKY|, uropel va vrotedel 6TL vnpye Eva dvortyua Tave
amd kabe plo amd TG 000 cVVIETIKEG TOpTEG PeTalld TV 600 BoAdumv, to omoio emétpens Tov
QOTIGUO KO TOV OEPIGLO TOV E0MTEPIKOV Bahdpov axoun Kot 6tav ot 600 TOPTES NTOV KAEIGTES: £val
dvotypa owtov Tov TOHTOL VIAPYEL EmioNg oe Eva mpoTLTo KTiplo amd v Kvwod (Khaniale Tekke).
To dyog Tv 600 Bupdv puropel va ektyundet ota 2,00 W., dmwg deiyvouy T apyooAoYIKd cToLyEin
TOV TEKUNPUDVOVTOL GE OPICUEVEG TEPMTMGELS (OTWG, Yia Tapadeypa, 6to dwpdtio 53 g Pihag g
Ayiog Tpiddag). H yprion tetpayovicpévov MOvov teyidov otabepod DWous Hog ETITPETEL Va
VTOBECOVUE TNV AVOKATACKELT GE VYOG TOV KTpiov, To 0moio pmopei vo vrotedel 6t TV mepimov
3,30 . (Ew. 3, Iepd H, avakatackevun g urpootivig TAevpds). To Iepo H mpénet va Epotale pe v
KOTOGKELT OV OMEIKOVILETOL GE i amd TG HOKPES TAELPES TNG LOYPAPIGUEVNG COPKOPAYOL, T

omoia Bpédnke ot vekpomoin e Ayiag Tpradag kat eivor ovyypovn pe to Ilepd H .

To ddmedo kar 0 Opovog

To Loypapicpévo ddmedo avanaptotd po Boldocio oknvh: odlovtat éva ¥Tamddt, dehpivia
kot yapro. H tomobétmon tov ytomodiov ot pia omd tig dvo mdpteg mpdsPacng 6To dMUATIO pag
emutpénel va bToBEGoLvLE OTL Eva 0eVTEPO YTATOd Ty {OYPAPIGUEVO GTO AALO dvorypa (g1K. 5, Iepd
H, avanapdotacn tov damédov and mdvm). Xy TpdTn GAcT, Ol TOiy0l TOL E6MTEPKOD BaddLov
tov [epov H kaAdbeOnkav emiong pe yoyo pe Coypapiopévo oyédio mov ppeital 1ig eAEPeg v MOwv.
"‘Eva tpunpa avtod tov 6oBd, mov €nece amd Tov vOTlo Toix0, 0eV Tapovctdlet {yvn Kavong: to onueio
omov émeoe Ogv elye emiong 10 LoypaEIGUEVO damedO.

Enopévac, propel va vrotebel 6TL €0 vMpye €vo GKOVGTO OVTIKEILEVO, 1 APOIPEST) TOV
omoiov Ba Tpokalovoe TNV Katdppevomn tov Loypapiopévov cofd. Emopévac, empoxetto mbavotata
Yo Vo TETPIVO OVTIKEIPEVO: dedopévng TG BEoNC TOLV GTO KEVTPO TOV TOLXOL Kot TNG OdTaENS TOL
€00TEPKOV Baddpov, TPooPaciov amd pia SurAn mopta (dnwe 1 aibBovsa tov BpdVov 61O CVAKTOPO
™ Kvawoov), uropet va vrotebei 6t1 10 aviikeipevo avtd nrav évag Opovog. Ta Eoiwva Bpadopata
Kol 01 YudAveg Tvokideg amd mdoto -tov Bpeédnkov kovid oto onueio dmov Ba giye tomobetnOel o
Bpdvoc- o pmopovoay emopévac vo oyetilovton pe éva suppedaneum.

Eivor evdropépov va onpelmdel 011 amd ) 0¢on tov Bpdvov, tav duvatd, xdpn oty ovoryt
0106 61N dLTIKN TAEVPA ToL lepov H, va det kaveig ) Xtod FG kot to xdpo punpootd and to Méyapo
ABCD «at to Kwookt E (o010 onueio axpifdg 6mov pmopel vo avoKoTOOKEVOOTEL 1| TOPTA TOV
Meyapov ABCD), tic dAAeg Kotaokevég 610 vOTIo Topéa e Ayiog Tpladag, Tov cuvdEovtal pe v

EKTELEDT] TEAETOVPYIKAOV TEAETMV GTO TPOAVALO.



