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At the Table in Gortina in the Roman and Early Byzantine Ages
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Within the thematic areas researched by CEARC members, a separate strand is the study of
everyday pottery from the Roman and Early Byzantine periods from the area of Gortina (Fig. 1). The
city, located in the heart of the Messara plain in the southern part of Crete, experienced an
uninterrupted history from the Geometric Age to the Arab conquest in the 9th century A.D. It became
the hegemonic center of the island when, in 27 B.C., it was named the capital of the province of Crete
and Cyrenaica.

Until recent years, this topic has received little attention in the archaeological literature on
Crete, a phenomenon that rendered everyday pottery essentially undateable outside its close
association with fine pottery or amphorae. The opportunity to address this issue in a systematic
manner came with the resumption of excavations in the Pretorio area of the ancient city (Fig. 2) in
the early 1990s, at which time the data provided by the significant amount of pottery datable between
the early imperial age and the 7th century AD at least was processed. In the last two decades, this
pioneering work has been complemented by the study of other Gortinii contexts, which have
considerably refined our knowledge of Roman-era ceramics from the Messara area and, by
comparison, the island landscape. Of particular importance was the publication of materials from the
excavations conducted at the Odeion (Fig.1, n.7), thanks to the analysis of the findings of a drain well
dated to the mid-7th century AD. Additional data also come to us from the study of materials from
the Byzantine Houses quarter (Fig. 1, n.15), which is now at the printing stage, and from the layers
of drainage after the earthquake of 365 A.D. from the area of the altar to the 'Most High God' (Fig. 1,
n.18), of which preliminary reports have already been provided.

Research Perspectives

The first objective was to assess the relationships with other productions and exchanges of
manufacturing forms and techniques; it is in fact now well established that everyday ceramics, as well
as fire ceramics and amphorae, were also partly subject to commercialisation. In this sense, the
inclusion of Gortina in trans-Marine trade circuits is tangible even in the mid-7th century A.D., as
evidenced, for example, by the discovery of a type of fire-resistant ceramic ollae of Mycrasian origin

(fig. 3). Also of interest is the possibility of comparing the peculiarities of Gortinia pottery with other
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Cretan centers, such as Knossos or Eleutherna, a comparison from which the differences between the
factories in the various regions of the island, and with which an uninterrupted network of exchanges
IS active, become evident.

A key issue is the analysis of the mixtures, for which only autopsy analysis was initially used.
Later, our involvement in the European project 'Pythagoras II' (2005-2008, coordinated by Natalia
Poulou-Papadimitriou - University of Thessaloniki) enabled us to obtain the support of petrographic
analyses elaborated by Eleni Nodarou (INSTAP), thanks to which the characteristics of the local
factories finally take on a defined physiognomy on an objective basis. Indeed, there is a need for an
in-depth study of the activity of ceramic workshops in the area, especially because of the rare
opportunity offered to follow their evolution almost uninterruptedly over a very long period.

Finally, despite the absence of chemical analyses, the study of the formal repertoire and the
possibility of sequencing the success of certain types of vessels over others has allowed us to
formulate a number of hypotheses on the dietary practices of the inhabitants of Gortina and the
changes that occurred in the production chain over time, reflecting the living conditions of the
community. The gradual reduction in the circulation of fine ceramic serving dishes for meat or fish,
for example, indicates a general impoverishment of the population, who found boiled foods and soups
to be the basis of their diet, as confirmed by the frequent presence of saucers and cups, intended for
individual consumption of semi-liquid foods (Fig. 4). In some cases, achromatic ceramic plates and
bowls were found to imitate the more expensive African-made terra sigillata vessels; these were
probably flanked by similar shapes in different materials, such as wood. Similarly, globular ollae
made of fire-refractory ceramics gradually replaced the pots, indicating a preference for cooking that
involved boiling food.

In conclusion, the studies carried out so far on everyday ceramics have firstly allowed us to
obtain an increasingly clearer picture of local manufacturing activity: despite the proven
craftsmanship that still characterizes the VI-VI1I century AD settlement, the progressive simplification
in the formal repertoire denounces the constant reorganization of the workshops, which have
circumscribed production and organization into increasingly domestic forms. Secondly, a significant
achievement was the creation of a reliable chronological grid for a large part of the forms identified,

such as in the case of food storage basins and specific production activities.
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210 mAic10 TV BepoTik®VY TEdimV oL epeuvavtal amd ta LEAN tov CEARC, éva Eexmpiotd
oKEAOG elvar 1 LEAETN TNG KAOMUEPIVIG KEPAUIKTG TG POLTKNG Kot TpToPulavtiviig TEpLddov amd
v wepoyn g 'optovog (Ew. 1). H mdAn, mov Bpicketor otnv kopdid g mediadag g Mescapdg
010 votio Tuqpa e Kpng, yvopioe po adidieintn woropia and ) ['eopetpikny Emoyn péxpt myv
apofun katdktnon tov 90 awdvo p.X. ‘Eywve 10 nygpovikd kévrpo tov vnotov otav, to 27 n.X.,
opiotnke mpotevovca g enapyioc Kpnig kou Kvpnvaixknig.

Méypt ta tedevtaia xpovia, 1o BEpa avTo elyxe TOYEL EAAYLGTNG TPOGOYNG CTIV OPYOLOAOYIKY|
Biroypaeia yia mv Kpnn, eoawvopevo mov kabiotovoe v kabnueptvi) KEPOUIKT OVGLOGTIKA |N
a&loAoyNoUn EKTOG TNG OTEVIG GUVOEGNC TNG LLE TNV EKAEKTY| KEPAKN 1 TOVG appopeis. H evkarpio
Y10l TN GLGTNUATIKY OVTILETAOTIOT] TOV {NTHLATOS AVTOV OONKE e TNV EXAVIANYT TOV OVOSKAPDV
otV meployn tov [partwpiov g apyaiog T6ANG (Ek. 2) otig apyég g dekaetiag tov 1990, omodte
KoL EMEEEPYAGTNKAV TO SEGOUEVO, TTOV TTOPETYE 1 GNUAVTIKT| TOCOTNTO KEPOLKNG TOV YPOVOLOYEITOL
HeTa&l TG TPAOUNG AVTOKPATOPIKNG ETOYNG KO TOV 70V advaL L. X. TOLAGYLGTOV.

Tig tehevtaieg 600 deKaeTiES, TO TPOTONTOPLOKO AVTO £PY0 GUUTANPOONKE amd TN HEAETN
MA@V cuykeévey g I'optuvag, ol omoieg BeATiwoay oNUAVTIKA TIC YVOGCELS LOG Y10, TNV KEPOLUKN
NG POUOIKNG ETOYNG OTNV TEPLOYN TS Mecoapds Kat, GLYKPITIKA, 6TO VIOI®TIKO ToTtio. Idwaitepn
onpacia giye n dnpocicvon Tov VAKOV omd TIG avaoKapEg Tov deENydncav oto Qdeio (eik. 1, ap.
7), Y0pN OTNV OVAALGT TOV EVPNUATOV EVOG PPEATOG OTOGTPAYYICTG TTOL XPOVOAOYEITUL GTO LECH
tov 70V aumdva p.X.. [Ipdcbeta otoryeio pag Epyovral emiong amd tn HEAET VAIKOV amtd T cuvolkio
TV Pulavtivov Katotkiov (k. 1, ap. 15), n onoia Bpioketal TP 6TO GTASO TNG EKTVTOGCNG, KO
oo TO GTPAOUATO OTOCTPAYYIONG HETA TO GEWGUO Tov 365 p.X. and v mepoyn tov Popod tov

"Yyiotov @eob" (gik. 1, ap. 18), yio Ta omoia £xovv 1M mapacyedel mpokaTapkTikég EKOECELS.

Epgovntikéc mpoontikég
O mpdtog 6TOY0g NTaV Vo eKTIUNO0VV 01 oYE0ES He BAAES TOPUY®MYEG KOl Ol OVTOAAOYEG
LOPO®V KOl TEYVIKOV KATOOKELNG- GTNV TPAYLOTIKOTNTA, £ivol TAEOV KOAQ TEKUNPLOUEVO OTL 1

KOO UEPIVI KEPALIKT, KABMG KoL 1) TUPOKEPULIKT] KO O ALULPOPELS, TV EMIONG €V LEPEL OVTIKEILEVO
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eumopiac. Yno avt v évvola, 1 éviaén g ['optuvag oe dtopapcaikd eumopikd KukA®paTo eival
aleOn akoun Kot 6To HEGO Tov 70V odvo U.X., OTMG OTOSEIKVOETAL, Y10 TUPASELY UM, OO THV
AVaKIAVYT EVOG TOTOL TVPILOYWV KEPOUKDY OAEMV HUKPACIOKNG TPpoéAevong (eiK. 3). Evolapépov
ToPoVCIAlel EmioNg N SOLVATOTITO GVYKPIONG TOV OHITEPOTNTMV TNG KEPAKNG TG [opTuviag pe
Ao kpn Tk KéEVTpa, Ommg 11 Kvwodg 1 EAebBepva, cvykpion and v omoia yivoviot epeaveic ot
JlPOpPES  HETOED TV  EPYOOTACIOV  OTIC OlIQOPES TEPLOYEG TOL VNOLOL, UE TO  Omoin
dpacTNPLOTOlEiTOL VOl AOIGAEITTO HIKTVO AVTOALAYDV.

‘Eva Bactkd {enua elvatl 11 ovaivon Tov UypdTov, Yo TNy oroio apytkd xpnoipomotndnke
puévo mn avtoyic. Apydtepa, N GLUUETOYXN MO 6TO gvpOTAIKO Tpdypappa "TTvBaydpag 1" (2005-
2008, pe ovvroviotplo T Natoiio [TovAov-Tlaradnuntpiov - Iavemotipuio Oecscarovikng) pog
eMETPEYE v AAPOVLE TNV VTOGTNPLEN TETPOYPUPIKDV AVUIAVGE®V, TOV EKTOVIONKaY amd TV EAEvn
Noddapov (INSTAP), xdpn otig omoieg ta YOpAKTNPIGTIKA TOV TOTIKOV £PYOCTAGI®OV OTOKTOVV
TeAMKA P kaBopiopévn pucloyvopia o avtikelpevikn faon. Ipdyupatt, vrdpyet avaykn yuo po 6
Baboc perétn g OpaSTNPLOTNTOG TOV KEPAUIKMDV EPYUSTNPIOV NG TEPLOYNG, 1OIWg Ady® NG
OTAVIOG EVKALPIOG TTOV TPOGPEPETAL Y10 VO TOPAKOAOLOGoLE TNV eEEMEN TOVG GYEOV adIdAETTA
Yol pet ToAD peydan mepiodo.

Téhog, mapd TV amovsio YNUKOV avoAOGEDY, 1 LEAETY] TOL TLTIKOL PETEPTOPIOL KOl 1|
duvatdTTo OAANAOVYIOG TNG EMLTVYIOG OPIOUEVOV TUTTOV OyYEl®V £vVOvVTL GAA®V LOG ETETPEYE VO
SITLTMOGOVUE OPIGUEVES VTOOEGEIS OYETIKAL HE TIC OWTPOPIKES TPOKTIKES TMOV KOTOIKOV TNG
Toptuvag kot Tig aAlayég Tov onueONKOY 6TV 0AVGId TOPAY®YNG LE TNV TAPOdO TOV YPSHVOUL,
AVTOVOKADVTOG TIG cuvONKeS draPimong g kowotntag. H otadioxn peiwon g kuklopopiog Tmv
AEMTAOV KEPUUKDOV TATOV oEpPpioaTOg Yo KPEUS 1] YAPL, Y10 TOPBEOELYLLOL, VTOONAMVEL L0l YEVIKY|
@TeYomoinom Tov TANBLGoV, 0 omoiog Bewpovoe Ta Ppacuéva EayNTA Kol TIC covTEG MG TN Pdon
™G SWTPOPNG Tov, OTMG emMPePotdVETAL ATO TN GLYVH TOPOVLGiO TATOV Kol EAT{avidV, Tov
npoopiloviav Yo atopkn Kotavaioon nuippevotev tpoedv (Ew. 4). Xe opiopuéveg TepITTOGEL,
Bpénkav aypOUOTIKA KEPOKA TATO KoL KOTEAAO TTOL povvToay tao. akplpotepa ayyesio terra
sigillata a@pikavikfg Kataokevfg, To. omoio ThavOG TAUCIOVOVTAY 0d TAPOUOLN CYHUATA aTd
dlpopeTikd VA, O6mwg to EOAo. IMopopoimg, c@aipikés eMéc amd mupipoyo KEPOUKE
OVTIKATESTN OOV GTAOL0KA TO ayYELO, VTTOONAMVOVTOGS L0 TPOTIUNOT Y10, HaryEipepLa TOL TEPAdPove
Bpdoipo Tov Tpopipmy.

SOUTEPACUATIKG, 01 LEAETEC TTOV £XOVV TPAYUATOTOMOEL PEYPL GTIYUNG Yo TNV Kabnpepvi
KEPOUIKT LOG ETETPEYOV KT 0pYAG VO OTTOKTI|COVUE 0L OAOEVAL KOL TTLO GOPT EIKOVA TNG TOTIKNG
KOTOOKEVOOTIKNG dpactnpotrag: moapd v omodederypévn defoteyvia mov eEakorlovbel va

yopokmnpiler tov owwopd tov VI-VII awva p.X., n Tpoodevtiky amAoVGTELGT GTO TLTIKO
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PEMEPTOPLO KOTOYYEAAEL TI) GLUVEXT] AVASIOPYAVHOGCT TV EPYUCTNPIMV, TOL TEPLOPLGAV TNV TOPAYWYN
KoL TNV 0pYAvmor o€ OO Kol TO OIKIOKEG HOPPEG. AgVTEPOV, €va CNUOVTIKO EMITELYHO NTAV 1
onpovpyio evog a&ldmMoTOL YPOVOAOYIKOD TAEYUATOG Yo VO UEYAAO HEPOG TOV HOPPDOV TOV
EVIOTOTNKOY, OTMOC OTNV TEPIMTOON TOV AEKAVOV OTOONKEVLONG TPOPIL®MV KOl GUYKEKPIUEVOV

TOPAYOYIKOV dPACTNPLOTHTOV.



